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J.C. Ryle: Expository Thoughtson the Gospels (7 Volume Set) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised Expository Thoughts on the Gospels (7 Volume Set):

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Refreshing Love of the BibleBy Cody L. Hardinl have developed
alove for this faithful minister's writings. | find them time tempered and extraordinarily packed with deep theology.
They are agem for pastoral visits and quick supplementsto anyone's daily devaotional times.0 of 0 people found the
following review helpful. Five StarsBy Wes spencerGreat job2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great
asadaily devotionalBy S. Leel enjoy JC Ryle'swritings. | recommend the Expository thoughts on the gospels (all
four) asagreat daily devotional.

In these volumes Ryle shows again that, asin all hiswriting and preaching, he was first and foremost a pastor, and as
J. I. Packer has pointed out, ‘alongside the question 'Isit true? the question 'What effect will this have on ordinary
people? was alwaysin hismind'.

About the AuthorJohn Charles Ryle was born of well-to-do parents at Macclesfield on 10 May 1816. After a period of
private schooling, he entered Eton in February 1828, where he excelled at rowing and cricket. Going up to Christ
Church, Oxford in October 1834, he continued his sporting prowess, and captained the First Eleven in his second and
third years, achieving a personal 10-wicket bowling triumph in the 1836 Varsity match at Lords (which Oxford won
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by 121 runs).Various circumstances and incidents in his own and others lives had awakened Ryle to the knowledge
that all was not well with his soul, but matters came to a head not long before he took his Finalsin 1837. He was
struck down with a serious chest infection, and for the first time in fourteen years he turned to his Bible and prayer.
Then one Sunday, arriving late to church he wasin time to hear the reading of Ephesians chapter two. As he listened,
he felt that the Lord was speaking directly to his soul. His eyes were opened when he heard verse 8, 'For by grace are
ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God.' He was converted through hearing the Word of
God, without comment or sermon.Ryle took afirst in Classics, but turned down the college fellowship which was
offered. His intention was a career in politics, and he went to London to study law, thinking this would be a help to
him. However, he had to give this up after six months due to a recurrence of his chest problems, caused by the London
smog. When his father's bank crashed in 1841, Ryle had to give up al hope of a political career, as he now had no
money behind him.With his Oxford degree, Ryle could enter the ministry of the Church of England, and it was to this
he turned, being ordained by Charles Sumner, Bishop of Winchester on 21st December 1841. Long afterwards Ryle
wrote, 'l have not the least doubt, it was all for the best. If | had not been ruined, | should never have been a
clergyman, never have preached a sermon, or written atract or book.'Ryle started his ministry as curate at the Chapel
of Ease in Exbury, Hampshire, moving on to become rector of St Thomas's, Winchester in 1843 and then rector of
Helmingham, Suffolk the following year. While at Helmingham he married and was widowed twice. He began
publishing popular tracts, and Matthew, Mark and Luke of his series of Expasitory Thoughts on the Gospels were
published in successive years (1856-1858). His final parish was Stradbroke, also in Suffolk, where he moved in 1861,
and it was as vicar of All Saintsthat he became known nationally for his straightforward preaching and firm defence
of evangelical principles. He wrote several well-known and still-in-print books, often addressing issues of
contemporary relevance for the Church from a biblical standpoint. He completed his Expository Thoughts on the
Gospelswhile at Stradbroke, with his work on the Gospel of John (1869). His third marriage, to Henrietta Amelia
Clowesin 1861, lasted until her death in 1889.After a period as honorary canon of Norwich (1872), in 1880 Ryle
became the first bishop of Liverpool, at the recommendation of Prime Minister Benjamin Disraeli. His episcopate was
marked by his efforts to build churches and mission halls to reach the rapidly expanding urban areas of the city. He
retired in 1900 at age 83 and died later the same year in Lowestoft. His successor in Liverpool described him as 'the
man of granite with the heart of a child.'



