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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. The Real History of AmericaBy SuzinaThis should be required 
reading for every American Citizen. It tells the real history you have not been told. I happen to be from one of the 
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bands of this Tribal Group. Paula Gunn Allan is an excellent writer. Holds your interest through out the book.I 
challenge you read this and all her books.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I received it quickly and in 
excellent condition. It's a wonderfulBy Pamela Dickerson-williamsI received it quickly and in excellent condition.It's a 
wonderful, historically informative book. A lot about the Native American way.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. So you think you know about Pocahontas? Not until you've read this book!By Jane SmallmanVery 
well written and covers a lot of ground. Everytime I thought I was going to get lost in the academic approach this book 
takes, I didn't. Highly recommended!

In striking counterpoint to the conventional account, Pocahontas is a bold biography that tells the extraordinary story 
of the beloved Indian maiden from a Native American perspective. Dr. Paula Gunn Allen, the acknowledged founder 
of Native American literary studies, draws on sources often overlooked by Western historians and offers remarkable 
new insights into the adventurous life and sacred role of this foremost American heroine. Gunn Allen reveals why so 
many have revered Pocahontas as the female counterpart to the father of our nation, George Washington.

From Publishers WeeklyIn what is presented as the first study of its kind by an American Indian scholar, Allen (The 
Sacred Hoop) offers a corrective to the romantic story of Pocahontas told initially by Capt. John Smith of the Virginia 
Company and most recently by Disney Studios. Euro-American historical accounts of Pocahontas's brief life, asserts 
Allen, typically depict her as a lovelorn and tragic character (she died in 1617 in the aptly named river port of 
Gravesend, England, at the age of 20 or 21). Allen's Pocahontas, by contrast, is a real visionary, a prodigiously gifted 
young woman fervently devoted to the spiritual traditions of her people: a loose-knit group of Algonquin tribes known 
as the Powhatan Alliance, or Tsenacommacah. When the English colonists who began establishing Jamestown in 1607 
invaded the Tsenacommacah, Pocahontas immediately identified it as the fulfillment of a prophecy that foretold the 
end of their world and the beginning of a new one, argues Allen. It was "world change time," she writes, and 
Pocahontas (also called Matoaka, Amonute and finally Lady Rebecca Rolfe) was nothing if not mutable-as implied by 
the book's subtitle. Still, notwithstanding Pocahontas's significant role in American history, Allen's claims that 
Pocahontas "set in motion a chain of events that would," among other things, "liberate the starving and miserable 
peoples of Europe and beyond" can seem overstated. More persuasive are Allen's comments about the cultural 
similarities between the English and Algonquin and the idea that each group changed the other. When casting 
Pocahontas as "the embodiment of this dual cultural transformation," her role, and the book, are at their clearest, and 
are made manifest by Allen's often lyrical and powerful writing.Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. 
Allens Pocahontas ... is a real visionary, a prodigiously gifted young woman ... made manifest by Allens often lyrical 
and powerful writing. (Publishers Weekly)This is not your typical biography. It couldnt be. (San Francisco 
Chronicle)Nothing less than a watershed event in the historiography of the Americas. (Carl Rollyson, The New York 
Sun)Allen is a pathfinder. (Los Angeles Times Book )Paula Gunn Allen, a pioneer of Native American literary studies, 
tells Pocahontas story from the Indian perspective. (Oakland Tribune)[In] Ms. Allens spirited revision, [she] insists 
that Pocahontas cannot be understood except within an Algonquin Indian context. (Wall Street Journal)About the 
AuthorPaula Gunn Allen, Ph.D., is an American of Laguna Pueblo/Metis descent and Professor Emerita of English 
and American Indian Studies at UCLA. The author of many books, including the landmark title, The Sacred Hoop, she 
is credited as the founder of the field of Native American literary studies. She received a fellowship from the Ford 
Foundation-National Research Council to study the oral tradition in Native American literature, a writing fellowship 
from the National Endowment for the Arts, and has also been an Associate Fellow at the Stanford Humanities 
Institute. She has been honored with the American Book Award from the Before Columbus Foundation, the Native 
American Prize for Literature, and the Lifetime Achievement Award from the Native Writer's Circle of the Americas. 
She lives in Fort Bragg, California. 


