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5 of 7 people found the following review helpful. Wonder collection of documentsBy David MoralesThe type of 
literature surrounding the investiture contest has a tendency to be a but dull and longwinded. This book breaks that 
tradition with a style that had people in my class thinking they new all about the conflict by just reading the 
introduction...it's that engaging.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. great primary sourcesBy 
CustomerThis little book is a great collection of various primary sources that concern the Investiture 
Conflict/Controversy/Whateveryouwannacallit. As someone with a great interest in Medieval German history, I found 
reading the words of the people actually involved in the events to be very interesting.

Historians tracing the emerging division between church and state in the West have long recognized the importance of 
the eleventh-century Gregorian reform movement and the investiture conflict events that reached a dramatic climax in 
Pope Gregory VIIs excommunication of Emperor Henry IV. In her introduction to this ground-breaking volume, 
Miller recasts the narrative of reform and the investiture conflict traditionally portrayed as an elitist struggle between 
church and state in terms of a broad shift in conceptions of the nature of power and the holy. The volume brings 
together a wide selection of compelling documents many of which have been largely unavailable that allows students 
to place the investiture conflict within the wider context of social and political change in medieval Europe. Document 
headnotes, a chronology, a selected bibliography, and questions for consideration provide further pedagogical support.
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