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Daniel Gruber : Rabbi Akiba's Messiah: The Origins of Rabbinic Authority  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rabbi Akiba's Messiah: The Origins of Rabbinic Authority: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. excellent bookBy Mac-Tbought this looking into the history of the 
second revolt and was very pleasantly surprised at the development of Rabbinical Judaism that he treats. As a 
Catholic, I have always understood the Pharisee to Rabbi kind of continuum, the disappearance of other sects, but here 
the author really hammers out the grasp of control of Judaism that happened with the Rabbi's. very excellent work in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=148025956X


this regard. if you like Jewish History and don't know alot about the emergence of the Rabbis around the time of the 
great revolt(s) then this book really is for you. as much as I have thought that I read about temple history, Judaism, 
Josephus, etc, this book really brings it hammering home to you right between the eyes and lets you understand how 
much you do not know about Judaism and how little you really know about Rabbi's and the incredible power they 
yield in historical and contemporary Judaism. one of "those" books you always know where it is located on your book 
shelf that you will go back to from time to time. awesome book all the way around.5 of 5 people found the following 
review helpful. God bless Daniel GruberBy Bobby JohnsonDaniel Grubers work is indispensable for understanding 
the position of the Jewish mindset today. It is scholarly, well documented, and comprehensive. His thorough 
explanation of R. Akibas influence on the development of present day rabbinic authority, and its departure from the 
authority of the written word, as understood by the law and prophets, is excellent. I have a special interest in Jewish 
present day servant theology. I have always wondered where the varying redemptive ideas that exist in Judaism today 
came from; their departure from the exclusive importance of body and blood sacrifice for atonement. Grubers 
explanation of Akibas failure with Bar Kokhba and the evolution of a variety of ways to get your sins forgiven apart 
from sacrifice was superb. I couldnt put the book down!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great 
history of AkivaBy Plutarch1After reading Lehmann's book of stories about the great Rabbi Akiva, i still needed 
historical background and explanation of his philosophy and impact. This book provides it! If you want to know about 
2nd century rabbinical authority and how it transformed Judaism, get this book. But I would also get Meir Lehmann's 
"Akiva" written in the nineteenth century, full of passionate stories about how the great Rabbi saved Judaism 
singlehandedly, like a superhero. Loved both of them.

It is not easy to overestimate the significance of the Bar Kokhba Revolt. Because of its long-term consequences, it 
may well be considered the greatest tragedy in Jewish history. It is the most defining. It set the stage for what became 
an endless procession of Jewish suffering down to, including, and beyond the Holocaust. The disaster was further 
compounded by the fact that Rabbi Akiba, the father of rabbinic Judaism, proclaimed Bar Kokhba, the leader of the 
rebellion, to be Gods Anointed, the Messiah. In the eighteen hundred and fifty years since, as students of History and 
various religious persuasions have studied the sparse and sometimes conflicting evidence, one puzzling question 
always emerges. As Franz Rosenzweig expressed it, Why did even the wisest teacher of his age fall for the false 
messiah, Bar Kochba, in the time of Hadrian? This book answers that question. ElijahPublishing

About the AuthorDaniel Gruber focuses on the the intersection of government and faith including Judaism, 
Christianity, and contemporary international law. His books have been translated into Hebrew, Polish, Dutch, Spanish, 
German, and Russian. 


