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Barry W. Holtz : Rabbi Akiva: Sage of the Talmud (Jewish Lives) before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rabbi Akiva: Sage of the Talmud (Jewish Lives):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Robert J. DelgadoGreat price, New.3 of 3 people found
the following review helpful. Lyrical and insightful.By HeneksonThisisalyrical and masterly crafted book that
allows one to understand how Rabbi Akiva was understood by Jewish tradition. Y ou will want to savor it's narrative.
Filled with sharp insights. Great gift.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good try thoughBy A. Bol Too
many uncertainties, and hypothesis, while reading the book | thought: why writing akind of biography if thereis so
little we know for certain. Good try though.


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300204876

A compelling and lucid account of the life and teachings of afounder of rabbinic Judaism and one of the most beloved
heroes of Jewish history Born in the Land of Israel around the year 50 C.E., Rabbi Akivawas the greatest rabbi of his
time and one of the most important influences on Judaism as we know it today. Traditional sources tell how he was
raised in poverty and unschooled in religious tradition but began to learn the Torah as an adult. In the aftermath of the
destruction of Jerusalem by the Romansin 70 C.E., he helped shape a new direction for Judaism through his brilliance
and his character. Mystic, legalist, theologian, and interpreter, he disputed with his colleagues in dramatic fashion yet
was admired and beloved by his peers. Executed by Roman authorities for his insistence on teaching Torah in public,
he became the exemplar of Jewish martyrdom. Drawing on the latest historical and literary scholarship, this book goes
beyond older biographies, untangling a complex assortment of ancient sources to present a clear and nuanced portrait
of Talmudic hero Rabbi Akiva.

"Lively and thought-provoking. . . . A moving portrait of a humble intellectual giant. . . . Aswith other volumesin the
Jewish Lives series, this biography works for experts and neophytes alike." Publishers Weekly



