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Roland Huntford : Race for the South Pole: The Expedition Diaries of Scott and Amundsen  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Race for the South Pole: The Expedition 
Diaries of Scott and Amundsen: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. hard donkey dumb donkeyBy joegood book. I grew up in Minnesota 
and can relate to Amundsen and the way he accomplished his goal. Scott complains and complains about people, 
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horses, snow, wind, food, fuel and eye problems. It was his responsibility to prepare for all. It is like someone from the 
southern US coming to Minnesota to camp for the winter. Best way to prepare is to ask the people who live in cold 
climate on the best way to do things. Was he smarter than the Eskimo.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Buy it for the diaries, skip the author's ceaseless Scott bashing...By Iza SmartyFor me, the diaries were the 
best part. Yes, we all know that Scott was ill-prepared and sometimes almost delusional. Still, the author's constant 
bashing of Scott (and of Britain) wore thin quickly. I began to skip his nagging commentary and just read the diaries. I 
mean, how many times do we have to hear that Scott was stupid?1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 
Race for South PoleBy nykashThis book contain original diaries of great explorers Amundsen, his assistant Bjaaland 
and Scott, that conveniently listed in parallel dates. They show why one expedition ended in full success and other in 
loss of lives of all members of Polar party.

For the first time ever Roland Huntford presents each man's full account of the race to the South Pole in their own 
words.

'Crucially, [Huntford] reads Norwegian, and the translations are his own. Decades of experience allow him to dilate on 
the idiosyncrasies of fur in the polar environment; on the workings of the anemometers and on the 'meridian sight 
method of finding latitude' ... This work is brilliant, and well executed.' (The Times)'Breaks new ground by letting 
both men live and die side by side in their own words ... The Race for the South Pole represents Huntford's final 
attempt to get Scott and Amundsen's legacies restored to what he believes should be their proper balance. There is 
simply no more evidence left to find.' (Guardian G2)BBC History Magazine's Pick of the Month, November 
2010'Reading the journals of Scott and Amundsen together has the advantage of highlighting the relative pace and 
position of the two expeditions on a daily basis. It also draws attention to the contrasting literary styles of their authors. 
Of interest here are not simply the celebrated set-pieces, most notably Scott's powerful final 'message to the public', 
but also more routine matters of format and function.' (BBC History Magazine)"Side by side, day by day, Huntford 
lets Scott and Admundsen speak for themselves, placing the original diary entries of each man on facing pages. He 
includes superb original maps and photographs, and the never-before-translated diary of Admundsen's charismatic lead 
skier."-Longitude'The knowledge and research of this 83-year-old author is magnetic and forces the reader to reassess 
one's understanding of Amundsen's organisation and the amateurish approach of Scott... This is more than just a good 
book - you make the journey.' 


