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Edward G. Longacre: Regiment of Slaves before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Regiment of Slaves:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent and informative readBy Richard H. Smith, Jr.This book is
amust for those who want a well researched and written account of the black soldier's experience during the Civil
War. Whileit contains several excellent maps, additional maps to trace the movements of the 4th USCI's throughout
the war. But thisis aminor shortcoming of an otherwise excellent book.0 of 0 people found the following review


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0811700127

helpful. Why don't they teach this history in school 2By brooklynbetsyGreat read from cover to cover if you are
interested in the civil war or race relationsin the US.

The 4th United States Colored Troops (USCT) regiment saw considerable action in the eastern theater of operations
from late 1863 to mid-1865. The regimentdrawn largely from freedmen and liberated slaves in the Middle Atlantic and
New England statesserved in Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butlers Army of the James, whose mission was to capture the
Confederate capital at Richmond. From May to December 1864, the 4th saw action in the Bermuda Hundred and
Richmond-Petersburg campaigns, and in early 1865 helped capture the defenses of Wilmington, North Carolina, the
last open seaport of value to the Confederacy.Citing recently discovered and previously unpublished accounts, author
Edward G. Longacre goes beyond the battlefield heroics of the 4th USCT, blending his unique insightsinto political
and social history to analyze the motives, goals, and aspirations of the African American enlisted men. The author also
emphasi zes how these soldiers overcame what one of their commanders called stupid, unreasoning, and quite vengeful
prejudice and shows how General Butler, a supporter of black troops, gave the unit opportunities to prove itself in
battle, resulting in a combat record of which any infantry regiment, black or white, could be proud.

From Publishers WeeklyFollowing his history of the Union Army of the James (Army of Amateurs), prolific Civil
War historian Longacre now focuses on one regiment of that army in this admirable study. Recruited in and around
Baltimore, Maryland, the 4th infantry was unusual among the U. S. "Colored" troops, as it was drummed up partly
from free men and partly from slaves. The regiment was capably |led by white officers, headed by Colonel Samuel
Duncan, and its African-American NCOs, led by the formidably educated Sergeant Major Christian Fleetwood.
Although the 4th spent agood part of the war on garrison duty, it saw enough combat in Virginia, particularly around
Petersburg, to consider itself honorable combat veterans. Even so, despite the unanimous support of all the officers of
the regiment, Christian Fleetwood could not obtain a commission. The 4th ended its wartime career at the capture of
Fort Fisher and the subsequent fall of Wilmington, North Carolina; Fleetwood later became commander of the first
African-American National Guard unit, in Washington, D.C. This latest entry from Longacre should please hisfans; it
certainly raises the profile of the neglected Army of the James. Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc. For
cavalry and/or Gettysburg enthusiasts, this book is a must; for other Civil War buffs, it possesses the qualities sought
by students of the conflict. . . . The authors graphic recountings of the Virginiafights at Brandy Station, Aldie,
Middleburg, and Upperville, the Pennsylvania encounters at Hanover, Hunterstown, Gettysburg, and Fairfield, and
finally the retreat to Virginia, are the finest this reviewer has read under a single cover.Civil War Times lllustrated



