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Mary Beard, John North, Simon Price : Religions of Rome: Volume 1: A History  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Religions of Rome: Volume 1: A History: 

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. excellent book on the culture of religion in ancient RomeBy 
IngelaThis is a very worthy tome on the cultural history of religious life in ancient Rome. I suspect the target market 
comprises academics and university students of ancient history - and it is perhaps for this reason that I found the text 
dry, though informative and, no doubt, reliable. This is a valuable addition to my library (if it can be called thus) on 
ancient Roman religion. I do not give it 5 stars because I would have preferred more discussion on the individual Gods 
themselves (dealt with within their own topic areas).2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521316820


dlhVolume 2 is more interesting. This volume is overwhelmed with footnotes.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Great text for Roman religionBy Ron W. SimmonsA solid text dealing with the religions of ancient 
Rome. Beginning with the early cults during the period of monarchy, then republic and empire; Beard, North and Price 
take an easy to follow and informative route that seeks to examine the religions and cults of Rome and its citizens. 
With iconographies included, the reader is able to see how the many districts within the empire both adored and 
loathed the religious institutions of the empire. From the earliest cult imports to pagan giants which were ultimately 
strangled by emperors dedicated to Christian belief, Religions of Rome is a worthwhile purchase.

This book offers a radical new survey of more than a thousand years of religious life in Rome, from the foundation of 
the city to its rise to world empire and its conversion to Christianity. It sets religion in its full cultural context, between 
the primitive hamlet of the eighth century BC and the cosmopolitan, multicultural society of the first centuries of the 
Christian era.

"Finally, someone has written a readable history of the complex subject of Roman Religion. Beard, North and Price, 
professors from Cambridge, University College London and Oxford respectively, bring a wealth of expertise to the 
project, but their approach is, in their own terms `radical'. Throughout, this book is authoritative, well organized, 
interesting and eminently readable. It is highly recommended as a background to the important subject of religion as it 
is manifested in numismatic imagery." Wayne G. Sayles, The Celator"Religions of Rome is a major work from a 
major press that will likely be widely read and cited for years to come. Often, it is worthy of such a status." The 
Journal of Religion"A handsome, impressively illustrated two-volume set..." Lingua Franca 


