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Daniel C. Snell : Religions of the Ancient Near East  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Religions of the Ancient Near East: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A confortable entrance to the study of Ancient Near East 
Religions.By malenaThis is a comfortable door to get into the serious study of the ancient near east religions and a 
great point of reference to inquiry more. Also it satisfyed my sense of wonder at many topics. For me that I'm only an 
enthusiast in the subject it is an enormus source of information, but so well and clearly written that it' easy to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=052168336X


asimilate.0 of 5 people found the following review helpful. University of New England, unit entitled 'Religions of the 
Ancient Near East' for Trimester 3.By J9I am studying Religions of the Ancient Near East through UNE and the book 
is perfect for that unit.Thanks, J910 of 10 people found the following review helpful. A Quick TreatmentBy Stevie 
JakeI wanted to read a short book on the religions of the Ancient Near East, and sure enough I stumbled across Daniel 
Snell's Religions of the Ancient Near East! Snell covers the religions of the Egyptians, Bablyonians and the Israelites. 
This book is definitely a short read which is a positive or a negative depending on what you're looking for. If you are 
relatively ignorant of the ANE, then this book is a good starting point. However, if you're already somewhat familiar 
with the ANE religions then chances are you wont learn many new things from this book.That is not to say that Snell 
did not write a good book. I think he does a good job and I especially appreciated his objectiveness. He simply gives 
you information without too much personal input. I only wish he would have gone into more depth in certain places; 
however, I dont think he was aiming for much depth in this book , so I cannot fault him for that.

This book is a history of religious life in the Ancient Near East from the beginnings of agriculture to Alexander the 
Great's invasion in the 300s BCE. Daniel C. Snell traces key developments in the history, daily life, and religious 
beliefs of the people of Ancient Mesopotamia, Egypt, Israel, and Iran. His research investigates the influence of those 
ideas on the West, with particular emphasis on how religious ideas from this historical and cultural milieu persist to 
influence the way modern cultures and religions view the world. Designed to be accessible to students and readers 
with no prior knowledge of the period, the book uses fictional vignettes to add interest to its material, which is based 
on careful study of archeological remains and preserved texts. The book will provide a thoughtful summary of the 
Ancient Near East and includes a comprehensive bibliography to guide readers in further study of related topics.

"In sum, Daniel Snell's book is a first-rate work. Geared primarily to students and non-specialists..... it offers a clear 
summary of our current understanding of the religions of the Ancient Near East." --BMCRAbout the AuthorDaniel C. 
Snell is L. J. Semrod Presidential Professor of History at the University of Oklahoma, Norman. He has also taught at 
the University of Washington, Connecticut College, Barnard College, Gustavus Adolphus College and Otterbein 
College. He is the author of eight books, most recently A Companion to the Ancient Near East (2007). 


