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Antonia Tripolitis : Religions of the Hellenistic-Roman Age  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Religions of the Hellenistic-Roman Age: 

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Not Even AverageBy thuggiTripolitis' book is like the Discovery 
Channel version of Hellenistic religions. It is superficial and presents only the most simplistic "facts" as if they were 
the full and uncontroverted extent of all scholarship. There is no depth or any attempt to add substance to the topic. It 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=080284913X


comes across more as a high school essay than an attempt at serious scholarship.That would be bad enough in its own 
right, but Tripolotis doesn't even manage to get her simple facts correct. Her description of the relationship between 
Mitra and Varuna is just plain wrong. Although she has an extensive discussion of Hellenistic Judaism, her 
characterization of it as an aberration of "true" Judaism obscures its historical and cultural significance.Your time will 
be much better spent reading one of Burkert's books.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent 
work!By Henry L.This is a thin book which took my daughter and I a while to read and digest the contents of work. 
This is a concise, intense summary of the religious beliefs of the Hellenistic age. It really took time to digest and mill 
the discussions over in my mind. Definitely food for thought. I found most amazingly and believe after reading this 
book that the 'apostle ' Paul may have constructed Christianity as a mystery religion centered on Jesus of Nazareth. 
And the rest is history. Excellent work!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Brief Survey of the Religons 
of the Greco-Roman WorldBy Marco Antonio AbarcaThis book covers a seven hundred year period from the rise of 
Alexander the Great until the Fall of Rome. As the Greco-Roman world started becoming more cosmopolitan, the old 
locally based fertility religions no longer held the same appeal. A new emphasis on personal salvation arose and a 
flood of new religions and cults established themselves throughout the Mediterranean World. "Religions of the 
Hellenistic-Roman Age" is a brief survey of the religious landscape of this time. All the major religions from the 
Mystery Cults and Hellenistic Judaism to early Christianity and Gnosticism are covered. Professor Antonia Tripolitis 
is a clear writer who has laid out the basic tenants of these different religious belief systems in an organized manner. 
At a hundred and fifty pages, this book was quick and pleasurable read. Recommended.

Religions of the Hellenistic-Roman Age is a superb introduction to the principal Western religions and their 
philosophical counterparts from the beginnings of Alexander the Great's empire in 331 B.C.E. to the emergence of the 
Christian world in the fourth century C. E. Anton?a Tripolitis, a noted scholar of Late Antiquity, examines the rise of 
the Hellenistic-Roman world and presents a comprehensive overview of its beliefs and practices, their socio-
psychological and historical development, and the reasons for their success or failure. Her work explores Mithraism, 
Hellenistic Judaism, Christianity, Gnosticism, and the philosophies of Stoicism, Epicureanism, and Middle Platonism. 
It also includes a review of the principal mystery cults, Demeter in Eleusis, Dionysus, Isis, and Cybele or Magna 
Mater. Based on the most reliable and up-to-date research on the ancient world, this volume is valuable both as a 
general guide to ancient Western religion and as essential background reading for the study of early Christianity.


