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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy vicki Markhamvery interesting reading.. about the lost 
ships of the turn of the century.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good read for artic fansBy M 
TurnbullMy husband was an arctic explorer while serving in the army and he enjoyed this book. Personally I haven't 
read it4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. "Finding Franklin had been nothing less than a crusade"By 
mwreview"Resolute" by Martin W. Sandler begins as a very intriguing story of a ghost ship discovered by the whaling 
ship "George Henry" in 1855. Items were laid out on the HMS "Resolute" as if the crew of the British ship had just 
stepped out. But, as a previous reviewer has pointed out, the "Resolute" is not the main subject of this work; in fact, 
there turns out to be not a lot to her story. Her abandonment was not mysterious and her future after being found not as 
significant as one might gather from the first chapter. Later in the book, it is described how, through the daring and 
expert command of Captain James Buddington, the "Resolute" was brought to port in New London, Connecticut. From 
there, the "Resolute" became more a symbol of U.S./English relations, but, ultimately, not in the form of a ship. She 
would be scrapped and made into desks.The book is mainly about the search for the Northwest Passage and the 
missing Franklin Expedition. These subjects definitely make the book worthwhile, particularly the latter. "The longest 
and most expensive search and rescue mission ever undertaken" lasted twelve years, involved scores of ships and 
thousands of officers and men and saw its share of the good (Lady Franklin and Capt. Henry Kellet), the bad (Sir 
Edward Belcher), and the ugly (Lt. Robert McClure) along the way. McClure is painted in "Resolute" as possibly a 
worse villain than Stephan Goldner, the man who provided tainted canned goods to the Franklin crew, is in the book 
"Ice Blink" by Scott Cookman.The findings of John Rae, Charles Francis Hall, and Frederick Schwatka, all of whom 
lived among and interviewed the Inuit about the fate of the Franklin Expedition, are described indepth. This reviewer 
recently watched the NOVA documentary "Arctic Passage: Prisoners of the Ice." "Arctic Passage" documented the 
interviews with the natives by John Rae; however, this reviewer does not recall Schwatka being mentioned. Perhaps 
stories discovered by Hall were attributed to Rae in the film. Sandler definitely used the documentary in his work as, 
towards the end, he used direct quotes from expert analysts from "Arctic Passage."The most important part of this 
book for this reviewer is the examination of the search expeditions that set out to find Franklin. "Resolute" is to the 
Franklin Expedition as "The Lost Men" by Kelly Tyler-Lewis is to the story of the "Endurance." It is further reading 
on an already fascinating subject. The work is well-researched with an epilogue on the fates of some of the principal 
players, Timeline of events, illustration of the plans for the "HMS Resolute," instructions given to Sir John Franklin, 
23 pages of chapter notes, and illustrations throughout along with two sections of glossy photos (some in color). One 
point which puzzled this reviewer, but was not elaborated upon by the author, is the evidence of cannibalism found by 
Owen Beattie and John Geiger (the latter name misspelled once on page 226) on Beechey Island. Why would 
cannibalism have occurred so early in the expedition when food was plentiful? A date error was found on page 148 
where Elisha Kane was noted as returning from his search expedition on October 11, 1845 (obviously incorrect, 
should have been 1855). The story of the search expeditions, though, is full of intrigue and the character development 
is such that this reviewer acquired strong likes and even stronger dislikes of some of the people involved. "Resolute" is 
highly recommended to readers interested in maritime history in general and the Franklin Expedition in particular.

A riveting true adventure story.An award-winning, bestselling authorA page-turner thats impossible to put down. 
Almost everyone knows the photo of John F. Kennedy, Jr., as a young boy, peering out from under his fathers desk in 
the Oval Office. But few realize that the desk itself plays a part in one of the worlds most extraordinary mysteriesa 
dramatic tale that has never before been told in its full scope. Acclaimed historian Martin Sandlera two-time Pulitzer 
Prize nominee, winner of seven Emmy Awards, and author of more than 50 booksfinally brings the entire story to 
light. This amazing high-seas adventure encompasses the search for the Northwest Passage in the early 1800s; a 
renowned explorer and his crew of 128 men who vanish during an 1845 expedition; 39 incredible, heroic attempted 
rescue missions; a ghost ship that drifts for more than 1,200 miles; a queens gratitude; and that famous desk. 
Fascinating rare photographs, paintings, engravings, and maps illustrate the book throughout.

From Publishers WeeklyWhen Captain John Buddington of New London, Conn., set out on a whaling expedition in 
September 1855, he discovered the HMS Resolute, a British navy ship without a soul on board. How the Resolute 
made it from its British home port to Arctic Sea whaling territory to a central place in the White House's Oval Office 
makes up the core of this gripping historical adventure. Describing the explorers who set out to conquer the Arctic 
"Otherworld" as the "astronauts of their day," Pulitzer nominee Sandler creates a taut, absorbing story and a multi-
faceted portrait of heroism that encompasses the overwhelming missteps, hardships and almost irrational tenacity that 
sprung from British naval secretary John Barrow's decision that Britain would discover the fabled Northwest Passage 
around the new world-a task he believed would take no longer than "a single season." That decision would be followed 
by 40 years of failed search-and-rescue missions-of which the Resolute was just one-after the initial 1845 voyage, led 
by Captain John Franklin, disappeared. The discovery of the Resolute represented both a vital clue in Franklin's 
disappearance and a haunting symbol of its nation's inexhaustible determination to make navigating the passage a 
uniquely British triumph. Sandler eloquently illustrates how the expedition became a new quest for the Holy Grail and 



provides an adventure story worthy of that tradition. 20 photos, 30 b/w illustrations.Copyright Reed Business 
Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistThough there are plenty of detailed 
works about specific Arctic expeditions, a general history suffices for some readers. Sandler surveys the famous quest 
for the Northwest Passage, which the British navy actively pursued from 1818 to the early 1850s, when Robert 
McClure and crew made the first complete passage. But his renown was then and has ever since been eclipsed by the 
man he and several other commanders were dispatched to find: Sir John Franklin, whose disastrous fate is relayed in 
Ice Blink, by Scott Cookman (2000). Among the many stories Sandler tells, the strangest concerns a ship, the 
Resolute, which was abandoned by another of Franklin's would-be rescuers. Somehow, the Resolute drifted back to 
civilization, was discovered by an American whaling ship, and was returned to an appreciative Britain obsessed with 
any trace of Franklin. Later, Queen Victoria had a desk hewn from the Resolute and given to President Rutherford 
Hayes; it today occupies the Oval Office. Endowed with dozens of images, Sandler's enticement to a popular topic in 
exploration history is well suited to library requirements. Gilbert TaylorCopyright American Library Association. All 
rights reserved 


