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Michael A. Meyer : Response to Modernity: A History of the Reform Movement in Judaism  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Response to Modernity: A History of the 
Reform Movement in Judaism: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is a great overview of the history of progressive 
JudaismBy YonatanThis book is a great overview of the history of progressive Judaism. A great book that I definitely 
recommend to anyone who wants to familiarize themselves with this topic0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Worth the effortBy Chaplain MatthewExcellent history of evolution of Reform Judaism from Haskalah 
(Jewish Enlightenment) to mid_20th century, but is dense and not an easy read. Because the topic is important to me, I 
read in 20-30 page doses. Can't say how you'll feel, but I didn't want to read on without some time to reflect.4 of 4 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0814325556


people found the following review helpful. Superb History of Reform JudaismBy Steve-F-FriscoIn Dr. Meyer's usual 
manner, he encapsulates the history of the Reform Jewish movement from its beginnings in Europe through its 
triumphs and struggles in modern America. For anyone who wants a thorough and accurate history of Reform, 
including fun and useful anecdotes on its leaders, this book is essential.

The movement for religious reform in modern Judaism represents one of the most significant phenomena in Jewish 
history during the last two hundred years. It introduced new theological conceptions and innovations in liturgy and 
religious practice that affected millions of Jews, first in central and Western Europe and later in the United 
States.Today Reform Judaism is one of the three major branches of Jewish faith. Bringing to life the ideas, issues, and 
personalities that have helped to shape modern Jewry, Response to Modernity offers a comprehensive and balanced 
history of the Reform Movement, tracing its changing configuration and self-understanding from the beginnings of 
modernization in late 18th century Jewish thought and practice through Reform's American renewal in the 1970s.

From Publishers WeeklyIn attempting to make Jewish observance more comprehensible and meaningful to modern 
adherents, the Reform branch of Judaism needed to devise a system of ritual and thought flexible enough to survive a 
fragmented, secularized world. Meyer, professor of Jewish history at Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati, traces the 
origins of the Reform movement to changes in temple services in Hamburg and Berlin in the early 1800s. In Europe, 
Reform had to contend not only with conservative Christians, who sided with Jewish traditionalists, but also with 
governmental intrusion into Jewish religious affairs. But, in the United States, the Reform movement found fertile soil, 
spreading rapidly after a dozen men in 1825 launched the Reformed Society of Israelites in Charleston, S.C. This dry, 
scholarly history follows the rabbinical rivalries, ideological polemics and innovations that have marked Reform 
Judaism. First serial to Reform Judaism. Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library JournalMeyer, 
author of works on the religious and intellectual history of contemporary Jews, here presents a lucid and thorough 
history of the Reform movement in Judaism. After analyzing the precedents for reform, he shows how the movement 
developed slowly in late 18th- and early 19th-century Germany, then moves on to Europe, the United States, and such 
relatively unexplored areas as Eastern Europe and the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The author lucidly describes the 
philosophies and motivations of the reformers, the relationship between Reform and Orthodoxy, and Judaism's context 
within the Christian world. For all collections with an interest in religion.Maurice Tuchman, Hebrew Coll. Lib., 
Brookline, Mass.Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Will probably become the standard work in his 
field....Refreshing in its delineation of trends and relationships rather than the mere recitation of facts or the rehashing 
of old ideas....Both scholars and laymen will find enormous interest in this latest treatment of Reform Judaism."--
Journalof American History"..it was worth waiting all these years for Michael Meyer ... to prepare for our delectation 
such a comprehensive and fair study of a decisive branch of Jewry that always functioned at the cutting edge of our 
accomodation to the contemporary scene. ... Fifty years after my ordination, myunderstanding of Reform Judaism has 
been enhanced by this book." Jewish Spectator"A very substantial and detailed account of the history of the Reform 
Movement from the 18th century to the present....The detail in all periods is extremely helpful for the novice and the 
scholar alike because it gives life to the great events of the history of Reform. At the same time, theauthor never loses 
sight of the broad outlines and helps us to understand fundamental issues....Can be read with profit by all and should 
be in university, college, and community college libraries."--Choice"A lucid and thorough history....For all collections 
with an interest in religion."--Library Journal"Cause for celebration that we now have an up-to-date, scholarly, well-
written history of Reform....Meyer...not only demonstrates awesome command of the sources...but also synthesizes 
and organizes the material so that clear historical patterns emerge."--Jewish Books in "He presents the Reform 
movement in all its diversity and complexity, paying particular attention to the intellectual element without, however, 
slighting the institutional side....An important work of historical synthesis, one that will be cited for years to come."--
Commentary"An excellent historical survey of the movement...the first serious, original, English-language history of 
Reform Judaism since David Philipson's published 81 years ago."--Washington Jewish Week"At long last, a superb, 
lucid, panoramic history of the Reform movement from its beginnings to the present. Professor Meyer is in complete 
command of the sources and continually weaves the details into their larger contexts. This is narrative history of a high 
order and will be read withprofit by anyone interested in the modern Jewish experience."--Yosef Hayim Yerushalmi, 
Columbia University"An authoritative and fascinating account of the movement. What has impressed me especially is 
that the book never loses the centrality of the Reform movement from sight as it discusses the complexities of modern 
Jewish development. As a result, the reader gets a very full picture of theplace of the Reform movement in modern 
society and the challenges which it addressed."--George L. Mosse, University of Wisconsin-Madison"Michael Meyer 
is in complete control of his subject and has written an admirable and highly readable history of Reform Judaism."--
Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut 


