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Gordon S. Wood : Revolutionary Characters: What Made the Founders Different  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Revolutionary Characters: What Made the Founders 
Different: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. American Revolutionary figures and their differencesBy Jonathan 
HallGordon Wood is one of the finest historians who writes scholarly works which are readable and catch the tone and 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0143112082


essence of the Ameican Revolutionary period. I purchased a copy based on the recommendation of Zareed Zakaria on 
CNN. He strongly suggested this read for those interested in the period and the "founders". I enjoyed the comparisons 
and in-depth research. A must read for the follower of this period of US history. A good length, not too long! Captures 
the key focal points of each founder.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Revolutionary CharactersBy 
Joseph L. SpruillAfter a detailed discussion of the culture, beliefs, and ideals of 18th century British America, 
provides a brief discussion of the life of each principal leader of the American Revolution, and in each case it 
measures the individual against the culture his personal aspirations, successes and failures, and for each his 
contributions to the cause of our independence. Recommended for anyone seriously interested in our War for 
Independence. The first chapter is of enormous value to readers with a limited background in American History.My 
only criticism: The title, in my view, tends to trivialize a book that makes a significant contribution to the literature of 
the American Revolution.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. well packaged and almost as good as 
newBy Ronald M. BaxterThe book arrived ahead of what was advertised, well packaged and almost as good as new. 
Enjoyed their service and will do business with this seller in the future.

In this brilliantly illuminating group portrait of the men who came to be known as the Founding Fathers, the 
incomparable Gordon Wood has written a book that seriously asks, "What made these men great?" and shows us, 
among many other things, just how much character did in fact matter. The life of eachWashington, Adams, Jefferson, 
Franklin, Hamilton, Madison, Paineis presented individually as well as collectively, but the thread that binds these 
portraits together is the idea of character as a lived reality. They were members of the first generation in history that 
was self-consciously self-made men who understood that the arc of lives, as of nations, is one of moral progress.

From Publishers WeeklyBancroft and Pulitzer Prizewinner Wood suggests that behind America's current romance 
with the founding fathers is a critique of our own leaders, a desire for such capable and disinterested leadership as was 
offered by George Washington and Thomas Jefferson. Provocatively, Wood argues that the very egalitarian 
democracy Washington and Co. created all but guarantees that we will "never again replicate the extraordinary 
generation of the founders." In 10 essays, most culled from the New York of Books and the New Republic, Wood 
offers miniature portraits of James Madison, Aaron Burr, Alexander Hamilton and Thomas Paine. The most 
stimulating chapter is devoted to John Adams, who died thinking he would never get his due in historians' accounts of 
the Revolution; for the most part, he was right. This piece is an important corrective; Adams, says Wood, was not only 
pessimistic about the greed and scrambling he saw in his fellow Americans, he was downright propheticand his 
countrymen, then and now, have never wanted to reckon with his critiques. Wood is an elegant writer who has devoted 
decades to the men about whom he is writing, and taken together, these pieces add perspective to the founding fathers 
cottage industry. (May 22) Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights 
reserved.From School Library JournalAdult/High SchoolThere is no shortage of new titles assessing the character and 
contributions of America's founders, but this excellent book is particularly well suited to high school students. Wood 
has selected eight remarkable men to profile: George Washington, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, Alexander 
Hamilton, James Madison, John Adams, Thomas Paine, and Aaron Burr. After describing how their reputations have 
undergone changes through the years, sometimes honored, sometimes reviled, the author discusses the men in terms of 
their own times. A chapter is devoted to each one, but these essays are not simple biographical sketches. Wood 
establishes his subjects' social and economic backgrounds, but then focuses on their personalities and philosophies, 
revealed through their correspondence. Trying to establish a meritocracy during an age of aristocracy was a daunting 
process, and the founders often became one another's adversaries. Their shrewd and sometimes caustic observations 
showed the difficulties involved in coming to a consensus on vital issues. Insecurities, humor, brilliance, and 
bewilderment abounded, all described in a flowing, lively style. Readers will gain a new understanding and 
appreciation of these men, and may even be inspired to read some of the comprehensive biographies recommended by 
the author.Kathy Tewell, Chantilly Regional Library, Fairfax County, VA Copyright Reed Business Information, a 
division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From Bookmarks MagazineDistinguished Brown University 
historian Gordon S. Wood has examined Revolutionary politics in The Creation of the American Republic (Bancroft 
Prize, 1970) and The Radicalism of the American Revolution (Pulitzer Prize, 1993). Collected from writing he did for 
the New York of Books and the New Republic, this latest compilation covers the same turf, but, as his title suggests, 
Wood emphasizes the moral and philosophical underpinnings of the founding fathers' beliefs. ers concur with the Los 
Angeles Times, which calls Revolutionary Characters "a 'greatest hits' of energetically reworked, previously published 
essays that should be required summer reading for all elected officials."Copyright 2004 Phillips Nelson Media, Inc. 


