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As the Delaware Indians moved west through Pennsylvania during the 1700s, they carried with them tribal memories 
of the day they first met people from Europe. Their ancestors had lived along the Atlantic Ocean, and, according to 
tradition, which a missionary eventually wrote down, a group of Indian men in canoes had ventured out into New 
York Harbor to fish. Suddenly they saw a strange object floating in the ocean far to the east. When it got very close, 
they saw that it was a large floating house with people on it. There are remarkable similarities between this legend and 
journal entries written in September 1609 by an officer of Henry Hudsons ship, the Half Moon, as it sailed into the 
harbor and up the Hudson River. Author John L. Moore explores the differences and similarities of the European and 
Native American versions of this fateful meeting. A work of non-fiction, Rivers, Raiders, and Renegades provides 
colorful details of the 1600s, an obscure era in colonial history. Among the many people it depicts is Etienne Brule, a 
young Frenchman who lived with the Indians after arriving in Canada in 1608 and who in 1615 became the first 
European to travel the entire length of the Susquehanna River; Moore draws upon written observations of early 
colonists who described the Native Americans they encountered. Peter Lindestrom, a Delaware River colonist, 
reported that Indians occasionally cut themselves all over their bodies, then rubbed special ointments into the wounds 
so that blue streaks remained when the wounds healed. This made the savages appear entirely striped and streaky, 
Lindestrom said. Another Delaware colonist, Johann Printz, said, They walk naked with only a piece of cloth tied 
around their hips. In the Hudson Valley, Dutch colonist Isaack De Rasiere reported: In the wintertime they usually 
wear a dressed deerskin; some have a bears skin about the body; some a coat of scales; some a covering made of 
turkey feathers. The descendants of these natives eventually passed through Pennsylvania as they migrated farther 
west to the Ohio River Valley or north to central and western New York. These stories are set mainly in the valleys of 
the Delaware, Hudson, and Susquehanna rivers.

About the AuthorJohn L. Moore, a veteran newspaperman, said he employed a journalists eye for detail and ear for 
quotes in order to write about long-dead people in a lively way. He said his books are based on 18th and 19th century 
letters, journals, memoirs and transcripts of official proceedings such as interrogations, depositions and treaties. The 
author is also a professional storyteller who specializes in dramatic episodes from Pennsylvanias colonial history. 
Dressed in 18th century clothing, he does storytelling in the persona of Susquehanna Jack, a frontier ruffian. Moore is 
available weekdays, weekends and evenings for audiences and organizations of all types and sizes. Moore has 
participated in several archaeological excavations of Native American sites. These include the Village of Nain, 
Bethlehem; the City Island project in Harrisburg, conducted by the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission 
during the 1990s; and a Bloomsburg University dig in 1999 at a Native American site near Nescopeck. He also took 
part in a 1963 excavation conducted by the New Jersey State Museum along the Delaware River north of Worthington 
State Forest. Moores 45-year career in journalism included stints as a reporter for The Wall Street Journal; as a 
Harrisburg-based legislative correspondent for Ottaway News Service; as managing editor of The Sentinel at 
Lewistown; as editorial page editor and managing editor at The Daily Item in Sunbury; and as editor of the Eastern 
Pennsylvania Business Journal in Bethlehem. 


