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12 of 12 people found the following review helpful. The Orthodox scholar Clement offers a beautifully organized 
synthesis of a more holisticBy Howard L. BakerWestern Christianity has succumbed to a rational, juridical, and 
moralistic reduction of the apostolic faith delivered to us. The Orthodox scholar Clement offers a beautifully organized 
synthesis of a more holistic, robust, and Life-affirming, not to mention biblical, version of our faith. He allows the 
early church fathers to speak with many multi-paragraph length quotes that renew the mind and feed the heart. This is 
not a book for the shallow mind or stubborn heart, but those who can receive it will engage the depths of life with the 
Trinity.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Works of early Christians made accessible...By Marcia 
JensenI was interested in reading the work of early Christian leaders. This book made that possible with its great 
organization and choice of passages which are elaborated on by the author. I think this makes what could be some 
challenging reading accessible to the non-intellectual. The commentary provides background and supporting 
information that would take lots of wide reading that a regular person would not normally bring to ancient texts.2 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. there were times when it did not read easily. AlsoBy David AllanThis 
being a translation, there were times when it did not read easily. Also, the quotes from the Fathers are very highly 
edited/excerpted, often to the authors purposes.

By linking together a series of brilliantly chosen texts from the early centuries of the Church, the author lays bare the 
roots of the deeply mystical spirituality that has flourished among Christians throughout the ages. This book will 
appeal to anyone who is interested in the field of spirituality. It is a masterly contribution to Christian scholarship, and 
this second edition includes an extraordinarily useful Index.

Anthologies of mysticism abound, but this one is clearly in a class by itself ... It is spiritual reading in the true sense -- 
a book to be read and re-read, to be pondered and savored. --Spirit LifeThere are some books so good that all one 
wants to say is: go out, buy it and read it - it is marvelous! And so it is with this fine translation. --Andrew Louth, 
Fairacres ChronicleThe Roman Catholic church and Orthodoxy have been separated for nearly a thousand years. And 
yet, as Clment so elegantly demonstrates, we have the same communion of faith and sacraments. --Harold Isbell, 
CommonwealOlivier Clement is a French Eastern Orthodox Christian theologian. He has gathered selections from the 
Church Fathers (and some Mothers too) by topics. Some selections are just a sentence or two, others are several 
paragraphs. His commentary is brief and usually helpful, but the book's real greatness is that the spirit of the Fathers is 
so accessible. In this book, everyone can have easy access to the spirituality of ancient Christians. There is deep 
theology, but also extensive practical sections on prayer and virtues. The English title is inappropriate; the French title 
is simply "Christian Sources." Clement does not present Christian esotericism but mainstream ancient Christian 
thought. I strongly recommend this book to everyone. If you think you are familiar with Christianity, it will open your 
eyes to the true depths of Christian wisdom. If you are not familiar with Christianity, this book presents the heart of 
God and the ancient Christian path with clarity, compassion, and wisdom. --Wayne McdanielClement is a Genius! 
"Roots of Christian Mysticism" is an essential work for any Christian (Orthodox, Catholic, or Protestant) who is 
serious about moving beyond a superficial faith. By drawing on the teachings from the first witnesses to the Apostolic 
era, Clement weaves together issues of theology and spirituality of the Christian experience. This book is written in 
such a way that it can be the source of many hours of meditative prayer. As a source for Lectio Divina, "Roots of 
Christian Mysticism" can draw modern Christian disciples more deeply and profoundly into prayer with the Trinitarian 
God. I highly recommend this book. --Dr. Jeffrey WincelAbout the AuthorOlivier Clment (1921-2009) was one of the 
foremost Orthodox theologians of the 20th century. He taught at the Institute of St. Sergius at Paris and was a member 
of the Ecumenical Institute founded by L Institut Catholique. His many works, published in various languages, cover a 
wide range of subjects. Other works by New City Press include On Human Being, and You Are Peter. 


