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Joyce E. Chaplin : Round About the Earth: Circumnavigation from Magellan to Orbit before purchasing itin
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Round About the Earth: Circumnavigation
from Magellan to Orhit:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. If you like history, well...By daryll ThomasThe book is broken down
by the eras that the world circumnavigators lived in. It iswell written, but is less enlightening on the subject of
terrestrial navigation, than on the nature of the struggle that each generation faced. History buffswill loveit, but others
may not be so enthusiastic. Y our sixth grade teacher never told you just how dangerous geography could be.1 of 2
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people found the following review helpful. Round About the Earth: Circumnavigation from Magellan to OrbitBy
Michael Round About the Earth is the perfect book for someone who likes both history and travel. It isahighly
readable account of circumnavigation. It goesinto the details of each expedition as well as background social and
political issues without becoming boring. | would recommend this book to anyone interested in history and travel and
who is curious about the world around them.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting and
InformativeBy husbandOutstanding analysis and writing by Dr. Chaplin. She takes a subject that most people are not
familiar with and makes it interesting and informative. Highly recommend!

With illustrations and maps, awitty and erudite account of the history of circumnavigation and how it has influenced
the way we think about the Earth and ourselves. In the first complete account, Joyce Chaplin tells of the outrageous
ambitions that inspired men and women to take on the whole planet.In thisfirst full history of around-the-world travel,
Joyce E. Chaplin brilliantly tells the story of circumnavigation. Round About the Earth is awitty, erudite, and colorful
account of the outrageous ambitions that have inspired men and women to circle the entire planet. For aimost five
hundred years, human beings have been finding ways to circle the Earthby sail, steam, or liquid fuel; by cycling,
driving, flying, going into orbit, even by using their own bodily power. The story begins with the first centuries of
circumnavigation, when few survived the attempt: in 1519, Ferdinand Magellan left Spain with five ships and 270
men, but only one ship and thirty-five men returned, not including Magellan, who died in the Philippines. Starting with
these dangerous voyages, Joyce Chaplin takes us on atrip of our own as we travel with Francis Drake, William
Dampier, Louis-Antoine de Bougainville, and James Cook. Eventually seatravel grew much safer and passengers
came on board. The most famous was Charles Darwin, but some intrepid women became circumnavigators tooa L ady
Brassey, for example. Circumnavigation became afad, as captured in Jules Vernes classic novel, Around the World in
Eighty Days. Once continental railroads were built, circumnavigators could traverse sea and land. Newspapers
sponsored racing contests, and people sought ways to distinguish themselvesby bicycling around the world, for
instance, or by sailing solo. Steamships turned round-the-world travel into aluxurious experience, as with the tours of
Thomas Cook Son. Famous authors wrote up their adventures, including Mark Twain and Jack London and Elizabeth
Jane Cochrane (better known as Nellie Bly). Finally humans took to the skiesto circle the globe in airplanes. Not
much later, Sputnik, Gagarin, and Glenn pioneered a new kind of circumnavigation in orbit. Through it all, the desire
to take on the planet has tested the courage and capacity of the bold men and women who took up the challenge. Their
exploits show us why we think of the Earth as home. Round About the Earth isitself athrilling adventure.

From Booklist* Starred * A voyage around terra firma constitutes a unique category of travel, recognized as such since
Magellans surviving sailors completed their globe-girdling accomplishment in 1522. Chaplin coins an evocative term
for epics of circumnavigation, geodrama, the script of which she divides into three acts. The first covers the three
centuries following Magellan, when mariners wrapped the world in European networks of trade and empire. Whatever
one thinks about imperialism, its political coherence raised the curtain on geodramas second act of the nineteenth
century, when circling the planet became an enlivening individual challenge, not the virtual condemnation to death
that it had been from Magellan to Cook. Indeed, Jules Vernes hero Phileas Fogg inspired Chaplin to do the research
for this work; Fogg winning his bet and his girl epitomizes the personal motivations for globe-trotting. Ocean liners
and airlines later democratized the circumnavigational experience and, jettisoning scurvy, furnished it with
champagne. Chaplin writes that the confidence this gave that the earth was embraceable and humanity unifiable
evaporated with colonialism, to be succeeded by the anxieties of geodramas third act, the space age. Spaceships, like
sailing ships, were dangerous, and their passengers view of the entire planet evoked worriesfor its fate,
environmentally and politically. Weaving myriad connections among disparate voyagers, Chaplin combines acute
insights with amazing adventuresin avastly entertaining narrative. --Gilbert Taylor A richly textured narrative.
Colorful adventuresfill the pages of this unconventional world historyChaplin knows how to tell an absorbing story,
weaving compelling reflections together with captivating vignettes. Augmented by first-person accounts, her prose can
call to mind the late Samuel Eliot Morison, another Harvard historian whose dramatic narratives frequently unfolded
at sea. (Wall Street Journal)By chronicling the way humans have traveled around the world in the past 500 years,
Joyce Chaplin shows the interplay of aspirations and technology, from sail and steam to jets and rockets. More
profoundly, she explores what it means to circle our globe, act on a planetary scale, and encompass both figuratively
and literally the whole earth. (Walter Isaacson, author of Steve Jobs)[Chaplin writes] with a storytellers brevity and
dry wit in this captivating account of world-rounding expeditions. (The New Y ork Times Book )In this thrilling
history, Joyce Chaplin hasilluminated one of the greatest dramas of humankind: the quest to journey around the globe.
She not only brilliantly brings to life these mad-cap explorations; she shows how they transformed our understanding
of the planet. (David Grann, author of The Lost City of Z)This history, thefirst of itskind, isalively charge through
500 years of worldwide exploration (and beyond).Chaplin's greatest feat is convincingly demonstrating that
circumnavigation is not just a series of dates, death tallies and speed records In the present day, that sense of
collective, global history is more urgent than ever. (Los Angeles Times)Weaving myriad connections among disparate



voyagers, Chaplin combines acute insights with amazing adventures in a vastly entertaining narrative. [Starred |
(Booklist)Hardship, frolic, barnstorming, and spiritual enigma shape this scintillating history of round-the-world
travel The books heart is its profusion of entertaining travel picaresques with their gallery of colorful figures on grand,
eccentric, or piratical questsChaplin is such a charming, perceptive raconteur that were happy to drift in the eddies of
her prose. [Starred ] (Publishers Weekly)AlI the voyagers who have ventured fearful into the vast unknown spaces of
our planet have a patron saint: Harvard historian Joyce Chaplin. Did she, like them, really appreciate what she was
getting into when she set sail to track the adventures of the circumnavigators by sail, steam, and spaceship over 500
years? The risks for Chaplin, asthe first complete chronicler of the globe-circlers, were that she would either get
becalmed in a Pacific ocean of research, or lose the narrative thread in unloading all her plunder. The reader may
safely embark with eager anticipation. She can be welcomed home with garlands. Her book is atreasure of thrilling
stories, replete with insights into the advances of science, technology and medicine, and its reflective, too. The planet
we encircle and embrace is our only homein the cosmos.” (Sir Harold Evans, author of The American Century)Joyce
Chaplinisagreat historian with afresh eye and a sure touch. She isastory teller with keen insight, command of the
material, a sense of whimsy, and aflair for portraying human drama. What a wonderful way to go around the world."
(Evan Thomas, author of Ikes Bluff)Rich in detail, fresh perspective and even wit, its a sweeping discourse that covers
the 500 years from Portuguese explorer Magellan to contemporary times. Its atale of adventure, danger and
fascinating insight into what has, for five centuries, compelled humans to take on the planet marvel ousfascinating.
(American Profile)About the AuthorJoyce E. Chaplin is the James Duncan Phillips Professor of History at Harvard
University. She isthe author of four previous books of nonfiction, including The First Scientific American: Benjamin
Franklin and the Pursuit of Genius (2006), afinalist for the Los Angeles Times Book Prize (Science and Technol ogy
Category), and winner of the Annibel Jenkins Prize of American Society for Eighteenth-Century Studies.



