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Gershom Gerhard Scholem : Sabbatai Sevi: The Mystical Messiah (Bollingen Series, No. 93) before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sabbatai Sevi: The Mystical Messiah
(Bollingen Series, No. 93):

29 of 30 people found the following review helpful. Both Brilliant and DefinitiveBy J. A MagillHow often does a
scholar write atext that is uniformly considered definitive? Rarely. However, Scholem's work on Sabbatal Sevi is
exactly that. So important is thistext, that all other examinations before have fallen away and are no longer studied
and almost al that came after are derivative. A brilliant scholar, the author goes to great depths, examining both the
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historical and philosophical underpinnings of Judaism's largest Messianic movement since Jesus.The author rejects the
traditional explanation that followers of Sevi were attracted to him because of the deprivation experienced by some
Jews of the period. As Scholem points out, even wealthy communities of Jews in Amsterdam and Greece found him
irresistible. Patterns of the growth of the movement are given great attention and are fascinating.Many people are put
off by the length of this work (almost 1000 pages of prose). However, the field is so vast, that a shorter book would
not have done it justice. While somewhat esoteric, Sabbati Sevi provides a powerful window into a period of Jewish
history given too little study.O of O people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGreat !2 of 6
people found the following review helpful. great book, fast deliveryBy RiksMy husband saw this book at my parents
house and became quite interested init. It is quite scholarly (I think my father read it in graduate school) and quite
detailed. | think the author is supposedly an expert on kabbalah. Delivery was fast. Thanks!!

A richly detailed account of the only messianic movement ever to engulf the entire Jewish world. The twentieth
century produced a galaxy of extraordinary Jewish historians. Gershom Scholem stands out among them for the
richness and power of his historical imagination. Born in Berlin in 1897, Scholem became a Zionist as a young student
in arevolt against his family's bourgeois and assimilated life. He learned Hebrew and studied Kabbalah, the world of
mystical teachings that had become marginalized--indeed stigmatized--within the mainstream rationalist Jewish
tradition. In 1923, Scholem emigrated to Palestine and eventually joined the faculty of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, publishing groundbreaking studiesin the field of Jewish mysticism. In the 1930s, Scholem's scholarship
turned to an obscure kabbalist rabbi of seventeenth-century Turkey, Sabbatai ?evi, who aroused a fervent following
that spread over the Jewish world after he declared himself to be the Messiah. The movement suffered a severe blow
when ?evi was forced to convert to Islam, but a clandestine sect survived. A Bollingen Foundation grant enabled
Scholem to complete the original Hebrew edition of his biography in 1957. Bollingen also supported R. J. Zwi
Werblowsky's masterful English translation. A monumental and revisionary work of Jewish historiography, Sabbatai
?evi stands out for its combination of philological and empirical authority and for its passion. It iswidely esteemed as
one of Scholem's masterworks. The author himself always regarded the Princeton/Bollingen edition as a highlight of
his scholarship.

"Immensely important and fascinating. . . . A monumental work of historical scholarship, which recountsin minute
detail amoving tragedy of vast dimensions."--The New Y ork of BooksFrom the Back CoverMessianic longing and
expectation, always rife throughout Jewish history, have often found expression in movements prompted by messianic
pretenders, forerunners, or prophets.



