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Eamon Duffy : Saints and Sinners: A History of the Popes; Third Edition (Yale Nota Bene)  before purchasing it 
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Saints and Sinners: A History of the Popes; 
Third Edition (Yale Nota Bene): 

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Solid material for scholars ...By Lawrence R. HolbenBy choosing to 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300115970


leave out a good deal of the juicy gossip, doing quite a bit of summarizing, and moving somewhat thematically rather 
than reign by reign, this book can be a bit difficult to follow at points, but the overview it gives is solid and useful, 
perhaps more for students and scholars than the ordinary reader. For something a good deal more fun, but probably 
less insightful, you might consider Absolute Monarchs: A History of the Papacy, by John Julius Norwich.1 of 2 people 
found the following review helpful. Saints and Sinners: A history of the PopesBy Peter J. McnelisAn interesting and 
well written papal history which attempts to put 2000 years into 474 pages. Obviously, some facts naturally get missed 
and others get overemphasized, depending on the bias of the author. Eamon Duffy is a 'Progressive', a 'Modernist' and 
it shows. Nevertheless, and with that knowledge, one can appreciate the effort he has made to encapsulate and 
document so much material in so little space.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Once again better than I 
expectedBy William HeidelbergPretty concise as far as I know. Been wondering about all of the popes for years. 
Kinda thought that some had no history to tell as they were mostly old men who had a short papacy. Liked the links in 
this book to the politics of some of the times.Got a chuckle out of the reference to St. Napoleon. Worth reading.

This abundantly illustrated book encompasses the extraordinary history of the papacy, from its beginnings nearly two 
thousand years ago to the reign of Pope John Paul II."Duffy offers a comprehensive overview of the 2,000-year history 
of the papacy. . . . This digestible survey provides a compelling introduction to one of the most durable and significant 
institutions to influence the course of Western civilization."Booklist"As [Duffy] works his way through the papal roll 
of honour and dishonour, he is always careful to re-create the political, social and economic background to different 
reigns. He eschews opaque ecclesiastical jargon and, where a theological or doctrinal dispute has to be explained, he 
does so in a way that even those unversed in biblical concepts or Christian history will immediately grasp. . . . [An] 
outstanding work of popular scholarship."Peter Stanford, The Daily Telegraph

"A minor masterpiece which is everything good, popular history ought to be... The most comprehensive single-volume 
history of the popes in print." John Adamson, Sunday Telegraph "... will intrigue the faithful as well as the skeptical." 
Economist "Duffy enlivens the long march through church history with anecdotes that bring the different pontiffs to 
life... Saints and Sinners is a remarkable achievement." Piers Paul Read, The Times, London "Will fascinate anyone 
wishing to better understand the history of the Catholic Church and the forces that have shaped the role of the papacy." 
Gloria J. Tysl, Christian Century"About the AuthorEamon Duffy, professor of the history of Christianity, and fellow 
of Magdalene College, Cambridge, is also the author of The Stripping of the Altars: Traditional Religion in England, 
1400-1580 and The Voices of Morebath, both published by Yale University Press. 


