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Richard M. Ketchum : Saratoga: Turning Point of America's Revolutionary War  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Saratoga: Turning Point of America's Revolutionary 
War: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful book. Gave another perspective on our Revolutionary 
War ...By LuellaA wonderful book. Gave another perspective on our Revolutionary War involving Canada, the St 
Lawrence, Bennington, VT, Hudson River. Character was developed so well - info' derived from the many letters 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0805061231


written from the principle players on both sides of this part of the campaign. My sister and husband also read and 
completely concur. A very good detailed book for those who would like to expand out from General Washington and 
Lafayette.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good book on the Burgoyne Campaign of 1777By 
greene_manEdited 2/3/13:Third time through this book. One thing that was obvious but not stated outright is that 
Burgoyne's defeat was as much caused by his own hubris as well as the American dispositions. Furthermore, although 
General Horatio Gates was in command of the American forces at Freeman's Farm, the background for the victory was 
laid on a foundation of support by the then-deposed general Philip Schuyler, the decision to evacuate Fort Ticonderoga 
by General St. Clair, and the American victory at the Battle of Bennington.An excellent and well-researched overview 
of the important Saratoga Campaign of 1777 when British, German, Loyalist and Indian troops under the command of 
General John "Gentleman Johnny" Burgoyne invaded south from Canada along the Lake Champlain-Hudson River 
waterway in an attempt to split the rebellious colonies in half.(Re-read in December 2011)(Read third time January-
February 2013)1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Exceptional Book!By Paul F. BrooksAuthor 
Ketchum utilized a very large canvas in order to communicate a gripping account of the pivotal events of the 
American Revolutionary war. The trade paperback edition consists of 448 pages and another very generous 97 pages 
of notes, sources, bibliography and index. This is a book to be immersed in. I was constantly looking up locations on 
maps, recalling passages from biographies I had read about Stark, Arnold, Franklin and Washington and consulting the 
notes and index. The basic story of Saratoga can be summarized in one sentence. General Burgoyne surrendered his 
English and German army to General Gates at Saratoga New York as a result of over extended supply lines from 
Canada. Certainly there were other factors that contributed to the English loss such as mass desertions by the Indian 
allies, lack of carts and horses, summer torrents and blazing heat and lack of reinforcements from either Canada or 
from Generals Howe or Clinton. Overriding everything was a general sense of British hubris; "we shall put the fear of 
the British Lion into these rebellious bumpkins - send out our Hessian and the Brunswickians troops; now let us retire 
to our tent for several toasts to the King". The author deserves all the acclaim he received for this book. His ability to 
weave relevant quotes from letters, journal, reports, and even newspapers sustains the narrative and maintains high 
reader interest in the events, battles and every day trials of an army on the march. For this reader the most riveting 
aspect of the months long campaign by Burgoyne was the description of the appalling terrain, near impassable "roads" 
render into muddy quagmires full of gullies and tree stumps. Added to this the accounts of the unremitting gorilla 
tactics of the retreating rebels - felled trees, destroyed bridges and sharpshooter ambushes. Ketchum captures a vivid 
account of a bloody, dirty campaign in which the colonists were fortunate to prevail.

In the summer of 1777 (twelve months after the Declaration of Indepence) the British launched an invasion from 
Canada under General John Burgoyne. It was the campaign that was supposed to the rebellion, but it resulted in a 
series of battles that changed America's history and that of the world. Stirring narrative history, skillfully told through 
the perspective of those who fought in the campaign, Saratoga brings to life as never before the inspiring story of 
Americans who did their utmost in what seemed a lost cause, achieving what proved to be the crucial victory of the 
Revolution. A New York Times Notable Book, 1997Winner of the Fraunces Tavern Museum Award, 1997

From Kirkus sAn exciting and richly detailed narrative history of the events leading up to the decisive battle that 
altered the course of the American war for independence. Distinguished historian Ketchum (The Borrowed Years: 
19381941, etc.) uses a wide range of primary and secondary sources to vividly depict this extraordinary drama. When 
``Gentleman Johnny'' Burgoyne's feared army of British and German veterans invaded New York, intending to meet 
up with General Howe's forces, they seemed at first unstoppable. Burgoyne's fierce (and uncontrollable) Indian allies 
terrorized the countryside, killing civilians and burning and looting outlying settlements. The settlers (some of them 
previously lukewarm about the revolution) were forced to unite to defend their lives, families, and homes. The 
Americans soundly defeated the forces of the king at the fierce battles of Bennington and Fort Stanwix. At the same 
time, a merciless civil war between loyalists and rebels was being fought out in a series of small, vicious engagements. 
Burgoyne's logistical problems (he was compelled to drag mountains of equipment and supplies over narrow, primitive 
roads in unfamiliar country) and constant casualties served to weaken his seemingly invincible army. His exhausted 
forces were finally surrounded at Saratoga, and in the ensuing battle the Americans won a great victory under the 
courageous leadership of Benedict Arnold, Dan Morgan, and John Glover. Burgoyne's stunning surrender of his 6,000-
man army brought a reassured France into the war on the side of the Americans, a move that would prove decisive. 
With clear, vigorous prose and well-drawn portraits of famous and obscure personalities, Ketchum captures a stirring 
time in American history, producing what should be the definitive study of Burgoyne's defeat for many years to come. 
(8 pages bw illustrations, not seen) (History Book Club alternate selection) -- Copyright 1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. 
All rights reserved. This is superbly researched, full-scale narrative history at its best. David McCulloughMore than a 
brilliant, gripping account of one of history's most important battles; it is a vivid, needed reminder of how hard-fought, 
gritty, sweat-soaked, god-awful, heroic, and all-important was the American War. Like Shelby Foote unfolding the 
drama of the Civil War, Richard M. Ketchum writes of the Revolution as if he had been there . . . No novelist could 



create characters more memorable than the protagonists on both the American and British sides . . . This is superbly 
researched, full-scale narrative history at its best. David McCullough, author of John AdamsAbout the AuthorRichard 
M. Ketchum's work has been hailed as "superb military history of an intimacy and narrative power such as is rarely 
written" (Orville Prescott). The author of twelve books, Mr. Ketchum served as the editor in charge of books at 
American Heritage Publishing Company for two decades. A graduate of Yale University, he commanded a subchaser 
in the South Atlantic during World War II. Mr. Ketchum was the editor and cofounder of Blair Ketchum's Country 
Journal, a monthly magazine. He and his wife live on a farm in Vermont. 


