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Kieran Doherty : Sea Venture: Shipwreck, Survival, and the Salvation of Jamestown  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sea Venture: Shipwreck, Survival, and the 
Salvation of Jamestown: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Fantastic book! Couldn't put it down!By Bev65I Love this book! I 
couldn't put it down. Very well written!When I first purchased this book I thought that Sir George Yeardley, one of the 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0312382073


passengers on the Sea Venture who later served several terms as Governor of Virginia, was one of my ancestors. I 
wanted to read about the struggles that he and the others went through, not only on the Sea Venture but also the 
Jamestown struggles. I have since found out that I may not be related to George Yeardley after all but am still 
extremely interested in the history of this time period. I have several other ancestors connected to Jamestown. ( 
Croshaw, Marable and West). I highly recommend this book. Two thumbs up!0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Shipwreck, hardship, history galore!By sheilawitakerOne of my direct ancestors was on this ship, so 
that spurred my initial interest in reading this book. The story is interesting and provides a well-written, vivid slice-of-
life account about the hardship our forebears endured to establish and support the settlement of Jamestown. The forces 
shaping our country's early history, personal, political, and societal, are interwoven into the story. Both my husband 
and I read it, and I've recommended it to other friends who have an interest in American history.1 of 1 people found 
the following review helpful. Excellent -well written and very interestingBy ChrisBrilliant book-very interesting and 
full of historical details about this important turning point in global history in 1608 and the ships amazing survival 
against terrible weather and traumatic circumstances for the terrified passengersSavage Kingdom by Benjamin 
Woolley is also another excellent book about these eventsBoth would make excellent scripts/archives resources for a 
new accurate educational historical film for USA and English schools,colleges and adults giving information about 
events on both sides of the Atlantic that changed the course of history.

In one of the most triumphant high sea stories ever told, Kieran Doherty brings to life the remarkable true story of the 
ship that rescued the struggling Jamestown settlement in 1610 and single-handedly ensured England's place in the New 
World. When the Sea Venture left England in 1609, it was flagship in a fleet of nine bound for Jamestown with 
roughly 600 settlers and badly needed supplies aboard. But after four weeks at sea, as the voyage neared its end, a 
hurricane hit devastating the fleetone ship sank, the rest scattered, and the Sea Venture was shipwrecked on the island 
of Bermuda. It would take Sea Venture's passengers nearly a year and half to reach their destination. Awaiting them 
was not the thriving, populated colony they expected, but instead the grim reality of a remaining fifty 
colonistsbeleaguered, desperate, and hungry. But, the question remains, would the English have lost their place in the 
New World if the Sea Venture had never arrived? A story of strife and triumph, but above all, endurance, Sea Venture 
begins and ends in hope and remains one of the greatest "What Ifs?" in history. With the bravado of a legendary sea 
saga, Doherty braves the elements in Sea Venture, delivering a powerful history willed by a people destined to change 
the New World forever.

Doherty's fast-paced and colorful blow-by-blow account is a swashbuckling tale of adventure in the age of exploration. 
Publishers WeeklyDoherty's well-told yarn reveals the impulses both noble and base underlying any colonial 
enterprise, but it's even more effective in showing the unsettling degree to which luck stirs human destinies. Kirkus 
sAbout the AuthorKIERAN DOHERTY is a freelance journalist and award-winning author of numerous biographies 
for young adults. Sea Venture marks his first history for adults. He lives in Lake Worth, Florida. 


