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(Religion, Theology, and the Holocaust): 

Descendants of Holocaust survivors and perpetrators offer insights into the intergenerational impact of their legacy 
and the second generation's role in shaping memory of the Shoah. In these personal, and often dramatic pieces, 
differences surface, but common ground is also revealed.

From BooklistThe 29 second-generation essayists in this penetrating book include both Jewish children of Holocaust 
survivors who live in the shadow of the death camps and the German children of perpetrators who have inherited the 
sins of their parents through no fault of their own. The second-generation Jews reflect an intensely personal 
relationship to the Holocaust legacy and a distinctive voice in responding to what the authors term "the presence of an 
absence." Offspring of the perpetrators, however, need to confront the enormous conflict between love for their 
parents and the fact that their progenitors were Nazi sympathizers, informers for the Third Reich, or passive witnesses 
who watched as their friends and neighbors were humiliated, robbed, and deported. Julie Goschalk, a German-born 
daughter of survivors, describes the different emotions confronting the two second generations as they work through 
relationships with parents. Liesel Appel, the German-born daughter of Nazis, turned her back on family and homeland 
when she discovered her legacy. "I lived a lie," she admits. "Every time I encountered a Jew, I told a lie." George 
CohenCopyright American Library Association. All rights reserved "While an exchange between... executioner and 
victim remained for a longtime inconceivable, a dialogue between their children or grandchildren now seems possible 
and even necessary. [The] volume... is an illustration of this." - Elie Wiesel; "Second Generation Voices is a brilliant 
anthology, a must-read for anybody who want to learn more about the transmission of trauma from victims to 
children." - Ursula Duba, author of Tales from a Child of the Enemy"About the AuthorAlan L. Berger holds the 
Raddock Eminent Scholar Chair for Holocaust Studies and directs the Center for the Study of Values and Violence 
after Auschwitz at Florida Atlantic University. He is the author of Crisis and Covenant: The Holocaust in American 
Jewish Fiction, Children of Job: American Second Generation Witnesses, and editor of Judaism in the Modern World. 
Naomi Berger is a marriage and family therapist on the staff at the Counseling Center at Florida Atlantic University 
and is in private practice. 


