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Steve Bruce : Secularization: In Defence of an Unfashionable Theory  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Secularization: In Defence of an Unfashionable Theory: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great primer on the topicBy John A. GedeonA great primer on the 
topic. It appears that secularization could be a one-way street due to the forces arrayed against religion. The paradigm 
model is helpful in visualizing these forces and their sequence. Technology plays a much bigger role here than the so 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0199654123


called devil. Religion must keep on adapting to changes in society in order to remain somewhat relevant. Given the 
number of religions, the choices,and the fact that a believer is now a customer who can select instead of having 
religion imposed, further weakens the cultural transmission of religion. It would take a pretty powerful God to reverse 
these trends.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good Book, although the rhetorics can get excessiveBy 
Roy FieldhouseSteve Bruce counters most of the critics to his secularization theory. Good Book, although the rhetorics 
can get excessive.The book cost about 16.19 when I first bought it. I saw it fluctuating between 20-30 on a day's notice 
so please take note of the fluctuating price range.

The decline in power, popularity and prestige of religion across the modern world is not a short-term or localized trend 
nor is it an accident. It is a consequence of subtle but powerful features of modernization. Renowned sociologist, Steve 
Bruce, elaborates the secularization paradigm and defends it against a wide variety of recent attempts at rebuttal and 
refutation. Using the best available statistical and qualitative evidence Bruce considers the implications for the

"hard-hitting but clear and sometimes witty... a useful critique... It is a book which will help some people to face the 
facts about the decline of religion in the West more honestly." --Graham Gould, Journal of Theological StudiesAbout 
the AuthorSteve Bruce is Professor of Sociology at the University of Aberdeen. 


