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Prayer in Second Temple Judaism (Early Judaism and Its Literature): 

The emergence of penitential prayer represents a significant formal shift in the prayer tradition of Israel. The essays 
collected in this volume investigate the beginnings of penitential prayer literature in the Hebrew Bible in the 
Babylonian and Persian periods. The contributors offer a fresh look at various aspects of the shift from communal 
lament to penitential prayer as well as the relationship between them, in the process applying new approaches and 
methodologies to such questions as the meaning and importance of confession to penitential prayer and the necessity 
of penitential prayer as a prequel to repentance. The contributors are Samuel Balentine, Mark J. Boda, Dalit Rom-
Shiloni, Jay C. Hogewood, Richard J. Bautch, William Morrow, Judith Grtner, Katherine M. Hayes, Michael Duggan, 
and Rodney A. Werline.

The value of the book lies in the diversity of its methodologies, both theoretical reflections and case studies, thus 
making this collection an important contribution to the field of research on penitential prayer. --A. JEFFERS, Journal 
for the Study of the Old Testament (32/5 [2008]: 151)About the AuthorMark J. Boda is Professor of Old Testament, 
McMaster Divinity College, Professor, Faculty of Theology, McMaster University. He has coedited Repentance in 
Christian Theology (with Gordon T. Smith; Liturgical/Michael Glazier, 2006) and authored Praying the Tradition: The 
Origin and Use of Tradition in Nehemiah 9 (de Gruyter, 1999). Daniel K. Falk is Associate Professor of Biblical 
Studies and Ancient Judaism at the University of Oregon and author of Parabiblical Texts (TT Clark, 2007) and Daily, 
Sabbath, and Festival Prayers in the Dead Sea Scrolls (Brill, 1998). Rodney A. Werline is author of Pray Like This 
(Continuum, 2007) and Penitential Prayer in Second Temple Judaism: The Development of a Religious Institution 
(Scholars Press, 1999). 


