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Mircea Eliade, Willard R. Trask, Wendy Doniger : Shamanism: Archaic Techniques of Ecstasy (Bollingen 
Series (General))  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Shamanism: Archaic Techniques of Ecstasy (Bollingen Series (General)): 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Best Study of Shamanism EverBy sbjalr0812If you are at all serious 
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about the subject or practice you have to read this book, it's all in here, it's an account that is totally un-newageified if 
that makes any sense, you can make up your own mind some of it's touching some of it's light and soul saving and 
some of it's just the makings of down and dirty ritual at it's most transparent that you will find in any book.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Give it a tryBy R MackThis was one of my first reads on Shamanism. 
Really enjoyed. If you haven't read Eliade before he can be a bit of an intimidating read. However, this book is 
enjoyable and worth the effort0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy jeremiahheavy hitter 
ultra academic

First published in 1951, Shamanism soon became the standard work in the study of this mysterious and fascinating 
phenomenon. Writing as the founder of the modern study of the history of religion, Romanian migr--scholar Mircea 
Eliade (1907-1986) surveys the practice of Shamanism over two and a half millennia of human history, moving from 
the Shamanic traditions of Siberia and Central Asia--where Shamanism was first observed--to North and South 
America, Indonesia, Tibet, China, and beyond. In this authoritative survey, Eliade illuminates the magico-religious life 
of societies that give primacy of place to the figure of the Shaman--at once magician and medicine man, healer and 
miracle-doer, priest, mystic, and poet. Synthesizing the approaches of psychology, sociology, and ethnology, 
Shamanism will remain for years to come the reference book of choice for those intrigued by this practice.

"Eliade writes of the shamans with that masterly combination of sympathy and detachment. . . . . [His] findings will 
almost certainly be echoed by great voices of the future."--New York Times Book "Eliade is the most informative 
guide to the modern mythologies."--Frank Kermode, New Statesman"[A] close and detailed yet comparative study of 
shamanism. . . . [It] has become the standard work on the subject and justifies its claim to be the first book to study the 
phenomenon over a wide field and in a properly religious context."--Times Literary Supplement"Clearly the best work 
on Shamanism published so far."--The of ReligionLanguage NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: 
FrenchAbout the AuthorBorn in Bucharest in 1907, Mircea Eliade was for many years Sewell L. Avery Distinguished 
Service Professor of the History of Religions at the University of Chicago. He is author of, among other books, Images 
and Symbols: Studies in Religious Symbolism, Myth of the Eternal Return, and Yoga: Immortality and Freedom (all 
Princeton). Wendy Doniger is Mircea Eliade Distinguished Service Professor of the History of Religions at the 
University of Chicago. Her books include The Bedtrick: Tales of Sex and Masquerade, The Implied Spider, and 
Splitting the Difference: Gender and Myth in Ancient Greece and India. Her translations of such texts as The Rig 
Veda, The Law of Manu, and the Kamasutra have garnered wide praise. 


