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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A little-known tale of Montana history comes to life!By SFlormanA 
well-researched and accessibly-written history of an undeservedly obscure bunch of adventurers. (Full disclosure - my 
g'g'grandfather was a member of the expedition, and I contributed photos and primary source material to the author.) 
Col. MacLean's military background shows in his writing, most clearly in the way in which he describes the 
expedition's defensive arrangements and order of battle when attacked by Lakota, but nonetheless, this is a very good 
read even for the civilian history reader. Especially interesting are MacLean's extensive efforts to document the origins 
and later lives of each of the known members of the expedition.MacLean hypothesizes that the expedition, given the 
amount of attention they got and the sizable attacks they drew from the Lakota and Cheyenne, may well have drawn a 
large number of warriors into central Montana early in 1874, essentially putting the prime of Indian fighting power out 
of position to deal with Custer's Black Hills expedition later that summer. At this distance in time it may not be 
possible to be certain, but it's very plausible that this expedition distracted the Lakota enough to prevent Custer's fatal 
debacle from happening two years early, in the Black Hills in '74 instead of on the Little Bighorn in '76.Personally, 
Col. MacLean took some of my family's oral history and placed it into completely plausible context in the expedition's 
history, giving new life and color to my ancestor's stories. He was a pleasure to work with; I only wish I had been able 
to be present for the long-range rifle tests he describes in the appendix!I highly recommend this book for any serious 
student of Montana, Western, and Indian Wars history. It is a great addition not only to my family story, but to my 
shelves of American history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great story. Can give you a strong 
understanding of ...By Tom TubmanGreat story. Can give you a strong understanding of how our Native Americans 
felt about warfare. One of the first steps to the outright theft of the lands that had been given them through treaty. A 
stepping stone to the Centennial Campaign and Custer's Last Stand.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Little Known Western Expedition and American Indian BattlesBy bookwomen37This is a very well researched book 
on a little known expedition/battle in the West. The author introduces you to all the participants and takes through the 
expedition day by day. When the expedition returns he also follows up with participants and the after effects, esp at 
Little Big Horn. The text also includes lots of historical photographs. Anyone with an interest in Western American 
History and Military history will enjoy this book.

This is the story of 150 of the most adventurous scouts, gold prospectors, gunslingers, buffalo hunters, and Civil War 
veterans of both sidesthey may have been the deadliest collection of shooters to ever hit the trail. This is the most 
detailed work ever produced on the obscure legend of the 1874 Yellowstone Wagon Road Prospecting Expedition in 
the Montana Territorythe product of multi-year research across the country, and visits to the three battlefields and 
expedition route of over 500 milesan event that impacted the Little Bighorn in 1876. Numerous legends of the West 
rode on the expedition, later playing roles in the Great Sioux War of 1876. Their adversaries now were the Lakota and 
Northern Cheyennesome of the greatest light cavalry to ever gallop over the North American continent. And watching 
their every move were Sitting Bull, Gall, Hump, Crazy Horse, and a renegade chief named Inkpaduta, ready to strike.

About the AuthorFrench MacLean is the author of twelve books on World War II, and two on the American West. In 
2012, his work Custers Best: The Story of Company M, 7th Cavalry at the Little Bighorn received the Little Bighorn 
Association, John M. Carroll Award. 


