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Emma Christopher : Slave Ship Sailors and Their Captive Cargoes, 1730-1807  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Slave Ship Sailors and Their Captive Cargoes, 1730-
1807: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Slave Ship Sailors and Their Captive Cargoes, 1730-1807 is ...By 
Royce Andrew RattermanSlave Ship Sailors and Their Captive Cargoes, 1730-1807 is an invaluable resource for the 
academic as well as anyone with a general desire to know more about life upon the seas of the transatlantic triangle of 
the slave trade era.From the sailor frequented streets of the Old World ports of Liverpool, Bristol, and Africas coastal 
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ports, to the often seedy, but lucrative harbors of the New Worlds growing Capitalistic society borne of the slave trade, 
this book is a major work of historical importance revealing the heart and soul, or heartless and soulless, lives of the 
times.A clear and concise record of a time period our modern world seeks to forget and bury in the abandoned grave of 
human forgetfulness.A must read!1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. SeamenBy g. kellyThis book is 
wonderfully insightful and truly details the life of a seamen on a slave ship during the Trans-Atlantic slave trade.

Despite the vast literature on the transatlantic slave trade, the role of sailors aboard slave ships has remained 
unexplored. This book fills that gap by examining every aspect of their working lives, from their reasons for signing 
on a slaving vessel, to their experiences in the Caribbean and the American South after their human cargoes had been 
sold. It explores how they interacted with men and women of African origin at their ports of call, from the Africans 
they traded with, to the free black seamen who were their crewmates, to the slaves and ex-slaves they mingled with in 
the port cities of the Americas. Most importantly, it questions their interactions with the captive Africans they were 
transporting during the dread middle passage, arguing that their work encompassed the commoditisation of these 
people ready for sale.

"interesting and clearly written" - Jerome S. Handler, Virginia Foundation for the Humanities"remarkable book" - 
Peter Linebaugh, University of Toledo"Ambitious in scope, the book offers a solid introduction to the transatlantic 
slave trade from the perspective of its most intimate participants: the sailors and their human cargoes." - Amy Mitchell-
Cook, Department of History, University of West Florida, H-NET"Emma Christopher's work is engagingly written 
and throws up a cornucopia of new information from the archives that historians will darw on for years to come." - 
David Eltis, Emory University"This book is a major achievement...prodigiously researched and sweeping study." 
Douglas B. Chambers, The Journal of American History"...Christopher pieces together insightful observations about 
the recruitment of seamen, the multicultural composition of the mariners, the lives of sailors in the months of their 
service on the African coast [etc]...This monographic study will ensure greater attention to the hundreds of thousands 
of sailors who served on slave ships." --Patrick Manning, University of Pittsburgh: Journal of Interdisciplinary 
HistoryAbout the AuthorEmma Christopher is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the School of Historical Studies, Monash 
University. She has held fellowships from Mystic Seaport Museum, Connecticut; the Huntington Library, California; 
the National Maritime Museum in London; and the Atlantic World Center at Harvard University. She has published 
articles in Atlantic Studies, the Journal of Australian Colonial Studies, and the Times Higher Education Supplement. 
She has travelled extensively in many parts of the world, including wide-ranging travels around areas of West Africa 
and the Caribbean mentioned in this work. 


