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there would be more on how slaves were captured, then put on ships going to the Carribbean and the Southern Atlantic
states. Instead, this gave a much wider scope, with slaves taken by the Indian Ocean, the Mediterannean, and to the
European countries. Maps are sprinkled throughout, which is very helpful, and statistics are even more prevalent, so
the reader could see which countries provided slaves, and which countries received them.Great Britain was about 50
yearsin the lead to outlaw slavery, while our Southern States depended on slaves for plantations, but of this there was
very little written.

This book is acomprehensive history of slavery in Africafrom the earliest times to the end of the twentieth century,
when slavery in most parts of the continent ceased to exist. It connects the emergence and consolidation of slavery to
specific historical forces both internal and external to the African continent. Sean Stilwell pays special attention to the
development of settled agriculture, the invention of kinship, "big men" and centralized states, the role of African
economic production and exchange, the interaction of local structures of dependence with the external slave trades
(transatlantic, trans-Saharan, Indian Ocean), and the impact of colonialism on slavery in the twentieth century. He also
provides an introduction to the central debates that have shaped current understanding of slavery in Africa. The book
examines different forms of slavery that developed over time in Africa and introduces readers to the lives, work, and
struggles of slaves themselves.

"Sean Stilwell presents us with a powerful entry into the rich debate on the nature and history of slavery and slaving in
Africa His book represents both avaluable point of entry for any scholar moving into this field and a superb synthesis
of recent research across the continent for those of ustrying to keep up. Stilwell aso manages to stake out positionsin
key debates that respond to recent scholarship, like that from Joe Miller, while inviting new avenues of deliberation.
This volume thus serves as a monograph, a historiography, and an excellent teaching text all in one book." Trevor R.
Getz, Professor of History, San Francisco State University"A refreshing reexamination of the place of davery in the
history of Africa, Slavery and Slaving in African History surveysthe role of slavesin the economies and societies of
Africathroughout history, thereby establishing context for an understanding of the deportation of slaves across the
Atlantic, the Sahara, and the Indian Ocean and of the use of slavesin Africaitself." Paul E. Lovejoy, FRSC
Distinguished Research Professor, Canada Research Chair in African Diaspora History, Y ork UniversityAbout the
AuthorSean Stilwell is Associate Professor of African History at the University of Vermont.



