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Herbert S. Klein, Francisco Vidal Luna : Slavery in Brazil  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Slavery in Brazil: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. a brisk survey of a vast topicBy hmf22Klein and Luna's Slavery in 
Brazil is a dense, informative survey of recent historical scholarship on slavery in Brazil in 320 pages. It is divided 
into two parts, one a chronological survey of "The Political Economy of Slave Labor" and the other a less strictly 
chronological survey of themes in the social history of slavery. Inevitably, the text is dense and somewhat breathless, 
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without many anecdotes or much direct human interest; Klein and Luna instead emphasize economic and demographic 
data and descriptions of laws and institutions. The social history section is slanted towards the 18th and especially the 
19th century; there probably isn't enough information about earlier periods to treat them fully. Still, I got a lot out of 
the book. Two aspects of it that were particularly interesting to me were, first, its discussion of themes in Brazilian 
historiography (see, for example, pp. 115-118ff on how historians have gradually moved beyond picturing Brazilian 
society as a society composed solely of masters and slaves) and, second, the excellent final chapter on how freedmen 
and former slaveowners adjusted to emancipation. Klein and Luna compare aspects of Brazilian slavery to slavery in 
Spanish America and the United States occasionally throughout the text. A good overview of a huge subject.4 of 9 
people found the following review helpful. too superficial to be of much useBy DiatonicThe book tries to cover too 
much to be very insightful about the topic. It is very general. As a rudimentary introduction it may be of some use, but 
for any real knowledge of Brazilian slavery one has to turn to more detailed studies.

Brazil was the American society that received the largest contingent of African slaves in the Americas and was the 
longest lasting slave regime in the Western Hemisphere. 'Slavery in Brazil' is the first complete modern survey of the 
institution of slavery in Brazil and how it affected the lives of enslaved Africans. It is based on major new research on 
the institution of slavery and the role of Africans and their descendants in Brazil. Although Brazilians have 
incorporated many of the North American debates about slavery, they have also developed a new set of questions 
about slave holding: the nature of marriage, family, religion, and culture among the slaves and free colored; the 
process of manumission; and the rise of the free colored class during slavery. 'Slavery in Brazil' will introduce the 
reader to this latest research, both to elucidate the Brazilian experience and to provide a basis for comparisons with all 
other American slave systems.

"This invaluable overview sums decades of research and reflection about what makes the slavery system in Brazil 
fundamentally different from many others." -Mariana P. Candido, Journal of Interdisciplinary HistoryAbout the 
AuthorHerbert S. Klein is Director of the Center for Latin American Studies, Professor of History, and senior Fellow 
at the Hoover Institution, at Stanford University, as well as Gouverneur Morris Professor Emeritus of History at 
Columbia University. Klein is the author of some 20 books and 155 articles in several languages on Latin America and 
on comparative themes in social and economic history. Among these books are four comparative studies of slavery, 
the most recent of which are African Slavery in Latin America and the Caribbean (co-author), The Atlantic Slave 
Trade, and Slavery and the Economy of So Paulo, 1750-1850 (co-author). He has also published on such diverse 
themes as The American Finances of the Spanish Empire, 1680-1809 and A Population History of the United States 
and is co-author of Brazil Since 1980 and Mexico Since 1980.Francisco Vidal Luna was Professor of Economics at the 
Universidade de So Paulo until his retirement in 1997. Aside from his academic career, he was Chief da Assessoria 
Econmica da Secretaria da Fazenda do Estado de So Paulo (1983-1985), Head of IPLAN-IPEA (1985-1986), and 
Secretrio de Planejamento of the Secretaria do Planejamento of the Presidncia da Repblica (1986-1987). Luna was 
also socio-gerente, vice-president, and president of the Banco Inter-American Express (1987-2002). In 2005, he 
became the Secretary of Planning and Budget of the Municipality of So Paulo, and in 2008, he took on the role of 
Secretary of Economy and Planning of the state government of So Paulo. Luna is the author of some 50 articles and 
papers and 11 books on Brazilian economic history and the Brazilian economy, among which are Minas Gerais: 
Escravos e Senhores, Minas Colonial: Economia e Sociedade (co-author), Slavery and the Economy of So Paulo, 1750-
1850 (co-author), and Brazil since 1980 (co-author). 


