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Jennifer A. Glancy : Slavery in Early Christianity  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Slavery in Early Christianity: 

11 of 18 people found the following review helpful. A noteworthy contribution, superbly written, well researchedBy A 
CustomerDr. Glancy has filled a void in the realm of Classical/religious studies in addressing the issue of slavery in 
the ancient Christian world. It is a readable, superbly researched text. Every college and university library should have 
this volume in the collection.16 of 26 people found the following review helpful. Try looking at the texts with fresh 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0195136098


eyesBy A CustomerMs Glancy looks at the first century through the eyes of the twentieth and these opening years of 
the 21st, and is so deeply is so deeply involved with the discussions between Foucaultian and anti-Foucaultian 
feminists that she can hardly see the old first century texts at all.This is a pity, because she has good instincts, and now 
and then they break through the inter-academic jockeying.

Slavery was widespread throughout the Mediterranean lands where Christianity was born and developed. Though 
Christians were both slaves and slaveholders, there has been surprisingly little study of what early Christians thought 
about the realities of slavery. How did they reconcile slavery with the Gospel teachings of brotherhood and charity? 
Slaves were considered the sexual property of their owners: what was the status within the Church of enslaved women 
and young male slaves who were their owners' sexual playthings? Is there any reason to believe that Christians shied 
away from the use of corporal punishments so common among ancient slave owners?Jennifer A. Glancy brings a 
multilayered approach to these and many other issues, offering a comprehensive re-examination of the evidence 
pertaining to slavery in early Christianity. Drawing on a wide variety of sources, Glancy situates early Christian 
slavery in its broader cultural setting. She argues that scholars have consistently underestimated the pervasive impact 
of slavery on the institutional structures, ideologies, and practices of the early churches and of individual Christians. 
The churches, she shows, grew to maturity with the assumption that slaveholding was the norm, and welcomed both 
slaves and slaveholders as members. Glancy draws attention to the importance of the body in the thought and practice 
of ancient slavery. To be a slave was to be a body subject to coercion and violation, with no rights to corporeal 
integrity or privacy. Even early Christians who held that true slavery was spiritual in nature relied, ultimately, on 
bodily metaphors to express this. Slavery, Glancy demonstrates, was an essential feature of both the physical and 
metaphysical worlds of early Christianity.The first book devoted to the early Christian ideology and practice of 
slavery, this work sheds new light on the world of the ancient Mediterranean and on the development of the early 
Church.

"A wide-ranging and authoritative investigation of early Christian responses to slavery in antiquity. Glancy's research 
is characterised by thorough attention to the documentary and literary evidence and demonstrates a keen ability to 
challenge well-established positions. An essential addition to any research library with a focus on ancient history, early 
Christianity, or theology." --International Journal of the Classical Tradition"Glancy has given us an energetic 
reappraisal of the issues, provocative in the best sense even when one does not agree with her conclusions. Engaging 
with scholarship from the recent past, she challenged me to rethink my conclusions and assumptions."-- Journal of 
Early Christian Studies"a fresh and convincing monograph on slavery in early Christianity Her new approach will 
mandate a significant rewriting of how slaves and slaveholders were addressed in canonical and extra-canonical 
sources of the early Christian communities. Glancy has made a major and definitive contribution that scholars of early 
Christianity should not ignore."--Anglican Theological About the AuthorJennifer A. Glancy is Georg Professor of 
Religious Studies at Le Moyne College in Syracuse, N.Y. She holds a Ph.D. in Religion from Columbia University. 
Her numerous articles cover topics including gender studies in the apocrypha and early Christian writings, the Bible 
and cultural studies, and slavery in Hellenistic Judaism and the New Testament. She is a co-author of Introduction to 
the Study of Religion. She currently chairs the Bible and Cultural Studies section of the Society of Biblical Literature. 


