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Mohammed Ennaji : Slavery, the State, and Islam  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised Slavery, the State, and Islam: 

Slavery, the State, and Islam looks at slavery as the foundation of power and the state in the Muslim world. Closely 
examining major theological and literary Islamic texts, it challenges traditional approaches to the subject. Servitude 
was a foundation for the construction of the new state on the Arabian peninsula. It constituted the essence of a 
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relationship of authority as found in the Koran. The dominant stereotypes and traditions of equality as promoted by 
Islam, of its leniency toward slaves, is questioned. This original, pioneering book overturns the mythical view of 
caliphal power in Islam. It examines authority as it functions in the Arab world today and helps to explain the 
difficulty of attempting to instill freedom and democracy there.

"Slavery, the State, and Islam is an important study of the history of slavery in Islam. Its highlight is the laborious 
linguistic work of excavating the Arabic lexicon of slavery and servitude. Readers will also have an opportunity to 
discover how several aspects of contemporary human relations of proximity (e.g., marriage and greetings) are deeply 
rooted in the culture of servitude." Mourad Laabdi, American Journal of Islamic Social SciencesAbout the 
AuthorMohammed Ennaji holds a doctorate in economics and is professor at Mohammed V University in Morocco. A 
historian, writer and journalist, he is an active proponent of culture in Morocco, where he organizes various cultural 
events, including international conferences and festivals. He is the author of several studies and books, including 
Serving the Master: Slavery and Society in Nineteenth-Century Morocco (1999). 


