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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. good information, glad | got itBy RKWInteresting read , good
information, glad | got it.2 of 3 people found the following review helpful. good basic primer on Military ScoutingBy
gt surber” Some Thoughts on Scouts and Spies' is exactly what the title says - a collection of thoughts on military
scouting. Gerry Baker further statesin "Author's Preface” that "My hope for this book isthat it can be a starting point
from which better minds than mine can begin to collect a body of information on the skills of frontier warfare." But
Mr. Baker succeeds in much more that that. This book is not atreatise on the skills of a surviving the wilderness (cord,
fire, shelter, clothing, food, water). It is not a complete treatise on military scouting. But it is an excellent introduction
to the concept of military scouting (all around security, silent movement and conceal ment, gathering information.)
Thisisagood, concise outline of what being a Scout in older models of military than our modern arm means. Thereis
an emphasis on our own US frontier military which is the author's interest. This book establishes a basic attitude about
being amilitary Scout. And as such it does an excellent job.If you are looking for details on the actual skillsof a
Scout, you will have to look elsewhere. If you are looking for war stories, you will have to look elsewhere. If you are
looking for the skills of the old long hunt (collecting skins etc over 1 - 2 years or exploring like Lewis and Clark) you
will have to look elsewhere. If you are looking for suggestions to improve your hunting skills, you will have to look
elsewhere. This book is an attitude adjustment book.l would use this book as an introduction to a course on military
scouting as it lays down what to really expect while "making austere uncomfortable movement through the roughest
terrain while seeking an enemy who islooking for"[you]. It would also be very useful in setting expectationsin
military re-enactments that go to this extreme. | feel including "Major Robert Rogers, His Rules for Ranging Service"
greatly furthers the purpose of the book. These rules lay down real life expectations of the Scout.This book can also be
considered a tentative outline for a much more complete treatment of US Frontier Military Scouting. | hope that Mr.
Baker finds the confidence to write that book for | suspect he has the knowledge.O of O people found the following
review helpful. Great small book. Get it.By shootn'scootAn excellent book worth the money. The writer speaksin a
simple effective voice, and | picked up several good scouting tips. He covers both small-unit and individual scouting. |
suspect he nailed the true mental attitude of areal woodland scout: tired, scared, uncomfortable and focused. The
book's cover-art captures the spirit of the book. Looking closely, you can see the scout's eyes are wide with fear.

It takes someone who has really done it to make sense of the nuts and bolts of scouting in hostile territory. This
analysisis based on the lives and experiences of frontiersmen like Sam Brady and Simon Kenton in the Kentucky and
Tennessee Indian wars. Included are the methods of silent movement, conceal ment, organization, equipment and
internal signals. These techniques are timeless and have been the mainstays of scouts for thousands of years. The focus
is on making them work. " Some Thoughts on Scouts and Spiesis not a book to read once. Instead readers will keep
referring back to this book to expand their knowledge. It is a book for those those who want to improve their skillsin
hunting. It isahbook for those who have become involved with the reenacting hobby, and find themselves studying and
doing 'Historical Archaeology.' For all of them, this book will serve as amanual on the "Scouting” trade." - Ray H.
Swenson, MA - History Instructor and Visiting Lecturer of Colonial American History, Rock Valley College Senior
Lieutenant, Rogers Cadet Company of Rogers Rangers

About the AuthorGerry Barker blends historical research with living history experiments and real life adventures.
After acareer inthe U. S. Army which included sixteen yearsin Specia Forces assignments in the United States,
Europe and Asia, he threw himself into the field of history pursuing academic degrees at the University of Wisconsin
and working as both volunteer and employee at museums. He began an interest in living history during an assignment
in Germany and this became his passion. His present research isinto the skills of living on the Eastern Colonial
frontier in Tennessee Kentucky



