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Drew Gilpin Faust : Southern Stories: Slaveholdersin Peace and War before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Southern Stories: Slaveholdersin Peace and War:

"Weadl live within the storieswe tell, " writes Drew Faust, "for these tales fashion a coherent direction and identity
out of the discontinuities of our past, present, and future." Forging an identity was an extraordinary task for white
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southerners of the late antebellum and Civil War era. Seeking to explain and justify their individual lives and their
slave society, they told stories about themselves and their world - in diaries and letters, sermons and songs, novels and
paintings - which reveal the foundations of power, meaning, and personal identity in the Old South. In a series of
eloguent essays, Faust investigates the experiences of wealthy planters, common soldiers, intellectuals, and
Confederate women. She breaks especially fresh ground in her attention to southern thought and belief, to southern
society and culture during the Civil War, and to the role of gender relations within the Confederate South. Sometimes
southern stories were collective, asin the case of the antebellum proslavery argument or Confederate discourses about
women. Sometimes they were personal, asin the private writings of figures such as Lizzie Neblett, Mary Chesnut,
Thornton Stringfellow, or James Henry Hammond. These men and women regularly employed their pensto create
coherence and order amid the tangled circumstances of their particular lives and within a context of social
prescriptions and expectations. Southern Stories: Slaveholders in Peace and War represents some of the most
interesting work in southern history of the past two decades. Faust's approach reveals a society so involved in defining
itself and its legitimacy that it became embroiled in awar of words and ideas long before the onset ofarmed conflict.
By exploring the cultural, moral, and personal dilemmas that confronted white southerners, Faust has made an
important contribution to our understanding of southern culture, both before and after the Civil War.

From Library Journal Southern culture before and during the Civil War has been the topic of several previous books,
but Faust ( The Creation of Confederate Nationalism , Louisiana State Univ. Pr., 1988) paints a clearer picture of life
in the South involving men and women as well as blacks and whites. She achieves this aim by exploring the cultural,
moral, and personal dilemmas that confronted Southerners during this period. Thefirst half of the book involvesthe
concept of the Southern man and how he dealt with agriculture, slavery, religion, and war. The second half deals with
the Southern woman and how she handled changes in her life owing to war. This new role involved the mobilization
of women for civilian support services for the army as well as agricultural work for the support of the family. The
book gives avivid picture of people's thoughts and deeds as they were involved in various situations brought on by the
war. An excellent book for any Civil War or Southern culture collection.- W. Walter Wicker, Louisiana Tech Univ.,
RustonCopyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc. "Southern Stories is an excellent collection of essays that
illustrates all Faust's own storytelling genius that has made her one of the most widely read and insightful southern
historians of our age."--Georgia Historical Quarterly



