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A must have for researchers of the area. The history is wonderful

Mapping old trails has a romantic allure at least as great as the difficulty involved in doing it. In this book, William 
Foster produces the first highly accurate maps of the eleven Spanish expeditions from northeastern Mexico into what 
is now East Texas during the years 1689 to 1768.Foster draws upon the detailed diaries that each expedition kept of its 
route, cross-checking the journals among themselves and against previously unused eighteenth-century Spanish maps, 
modern detailed topographic maps, aerial photographs, and on-site inspections. From these sources emerges a clear 
picture of where the Spanish explorers actually passed through Texas.This information, which corrects many previous 
misinterpretations, will be widely valuable. Old names of rivers and landforms will be of interest to geographers. 
Anthropologists and archaeologists will find new information on encounters with some 139 named Indian tribes. 
Botanists and zoologists will see changes in the distribution of flora and fauna with increasing European habitation, 
and climatologists will learn more about the "Little Ice Age" along the Rio Grande.

"An illuminating history of early Spanish expeditions into Texas. . . . Foster does an excellent job sorting out his 
predecessors' fallacious interpretations of the significance and location of certain routes. . . . This book is a must-read 
for those interested in the Spanish presence in North America and Texas." (Colonial Latin American Historical )From 
the Back CoverIn this book, William Foster produces the first highly accurate maps of the eleven Spanish expeditions 
from northeastern Mexico into what is now East Texas during the year 1689-1768.About the AuthorAn award-winning 
historian and fellow of the Texas State Historical Association, WILLIAM C. FOSTER is the author of Spanish 
Expeditions into Texas, 1689-1768 and editor of Texas and Northeastern Mexico, 1630-1690 by Juan Bautista Chapa. 


