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Robert L. Tonsetic : Special Operationsin the American Revolution before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Special Operationsin the American Revolution:

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Thisis an excellent read for anyone wanting to know more
information about ...By Michael J. NelsonThisis an excellent read for anyone wanting to know more information
about the American Revolution or early special operations practiced by our military. Some of the events such as the
taking of Fort Ticonderoga and the Battle of Kings Mountain are well known. Other activities, such as the raids by
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Benjamin Whitcomb and Whitcomb's Rangers are less well known. This book portrays some of the small unit
activities and espionage that were critical to the outcome of some of the larger, better known battles. | highly
recommend this book.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. " Special Operations' adds a new angle to
interpretation of military effortsin the American RevolutionBy Marvin K. Collison"Special Operationsin the
American Revolution” goes beyond the list of guerrilla campaigns that are usually considered special operationsin the
Revolutionary War, such as sharpshooters and Southern partisans like Frances Marion, and includes a much broader
range of efforts on the order John Paul Jones raids on English ports, the capture of Nassau in the Bahamas, the Battle
of Kings Mountain and the "whaleboat war" around New Y ork. Yet all fit the now-classic definition of special
operations and have the same impact of modern efforts where small forces do more damage and cause far more
disruption than expected from relatively minor forces. The book shows such attacks, like modern-day ones, had
serious impacts on the course of the war. George Rogers Clark's capture of Vincennes and "Hair Buyer” Hamilton is
an example of this, where American claims on the Old Northwest were strengthened to the point the British ceded it to
the young American republic in the final peace treaty in 1783.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Excellent history!By GertTonsetic's military background does show and while heistruly an excellent story-teller, his
sometimes over-wrought detail of current Joint Pubsis a bit much. And coming from an old staff weenie, that is saying
something. Other than that, the level of detail isjust enough to provide avivid picture - what we want from a story
teller. He introduces us to players and events that are often overlooked in so many histories, yet provide a much
needed understanding of the of the overall American (rebel) campaign, and the fact that even today special forces are
indeed "special." Tonsetic does deserve a better publisher/editor, however. While the writing is excellent, some of the
obvious typos look alot like some of my drafts - missed punctuation, missing capitalization, etc. Once or twiceit is
not an issue, but in some sections it was amost a distraction (I'm a staff weenie ...). Perhaps those issues are unique to
the Kindle version | read, though | doubt it. That ismy rationale for 4 vice 5 stars.

When the American Revolution began, the colonia troops had little hope of matching His Majestys highly trained,
experienced British and German legionsin confrontational battle. Indeed, Washingtons army suffered defeat after
defeat in the first few years of the war, fighting bravely but mainly trading space for time. However, the Americans
did have atrump, in areservoir of tough, self-reliant frontier fighters, who were brave beyond compare, and entirely
willing to contest the Kings men with unconventional tactics. In this book, renowned author, and former U.S. Army
Colonel, Robert Tonsetic describes and analyzes numerous examples of special operations conducted during the
Revolutionary War. While the British might seize the coastlines, the interior till belonged to the Americans should the
Empire venture inward. Most of the operations were conducted by American irregulars and volunteers, carefully
selected, with specialized skills, and led by leaders with native intelligence. While General Washington endeavored to
confront the Empire on conventional termsfor pure prides sake at the founding of the Republic--he meantime relied on
his small unitsto keep the enemy off balance. The fledgling Continental Navy and Marines soon adopted a similar
strategy. Realizing that the small American fleet was no match for the powerful British navy in major sea battles, the
new Navy and its Marines focused on disrupting British commercial shipping in the Atlantic and Caribbean, and
launching raids against British on-shore installations first in the Bahamas and then on the British coastlineitself. As
the war continued, Washington increasingly relied on special operations forcesin the northeast as well asin the
Carolinas, and ad hoc frontiersmen to defy British sovereignty inland. When the British and their Indian allies began to
wage war on American settlements west of the Appal achians, Washington had to again rely on partisan and militias to
conduct long-range strikes and raids targeting enemy forts and outposts. Throughout the war, what we today call
SpecOps were an integral part of American strategy, and many of the lessons learned and tactics used at the time are
still studied by modern day Special Operations forces. As this book establishes, the improvisation inherent in the
American spirit proved itself well during the Revolution, continuing to stand as an example for our future martial
endeavors.

The author isavery good story teller. He brings the events to life through the stories of the participants. The book fills
avoid in the literature of the American Revolution. Added bonuses are the book's bibliography. It is excellent. The
operational maps and photos also compliment the narrative. It isamust addition to the library of every military
historian as well as students of the American revolutionary War. Dr. Tonsetic has crafted an exciting book. (Kepler's
Military History)overall areally excellent book. It really screams out as an excellent source for wargames scenarios as
well asjust agood read about the extraordinary actions of ordinary men during wartime. The book will appeal to those
interested in the Revolutionary War and also to those interested in the history of Special Forces operations. So areal
winner al round! (Wargamer)Tonsetic is a skilled and knowledgeabl e historian who provides awell crafted important
study of arelatively neglected aspect of the Revolutionary War....Highly recommended (CHOICE)...a satisfying
combination of the well-known, such as the capture of Fort Ticonderoga, to the relatively obscure, such as the exploits
throughout much of the war of Patriot Benjamin Whitcomb and his rangersin the area between Fort Ticonderoga and
Montreal. (Journal of America's Military Past) This was an excellent book; it was well-researched, entertaining, and



fun to read, and it provided a unique perspective on the methods used to win the War of Independence. The author
described in great depth the events preceding the battles, and how these small special operations units were vital to the
American cause. Thisisagreat book for the neophyte historian or any casual reader. (City Book )well-written, easy to
follow work that does an excellent job telling many small stories of the American Revolution. (Military
Heritage)"What is unique about this book is the perspective. To amodern-day reader, special ops conjure images of
highly trained and exotically equipped soldiers leaping out of helicopters and Zodiac boats to wipe out terrorists. . . . In
an era when warfare was supposed to be gentlemanly and follow certain rules, did Washington and his contemporaries
embrace special operations? The answer would seem to be, Yes.' Even if they didn't use the term 'special ops,' they
were willing to employ €lite reconnaissance units, spies and partisan bands. Washington didn't have SEAL Team 6.
But he made good use of what he had. (The National Interest)InSpecial Operations during the American Revolution,
Robert Tonsetic instructively showcases militiaraids and attacks against the British in the Revolutionary War and
makes suggestive comparisons to present-day Special Operations. His engrossing book will appeal strongly to both
undergraduates and general readers (Michigan War Studies )About the AuthorRobert Tonsetic was born and raised in
Pittsburgh, PA. He graduated from the University of Pittsburgh with aBA in English Literaturein 1964. Upon
graduation, he entered the US Army as an infantry second lieutenant. After completing Specia Forcestraining in
1966, he served atour in Thailand with the 46th Special Forces Company. He was subsequently assigned to the 199th
Light Infantry Brigade in Vietnam, serving as arifle company commander during the Tet and May Offensives of 1968.
In 1970, he returned to Vietnam as a senior advisor to South Vietnamese Ranger and Airborne battalions. His
decorations for his wartime service include the Distinguished Service Cross, the Silver Star, and the Bronze Star for
Valor. Heretired from the Army at the rank of Colonel in 1991, after completing athree year assignment as a faculty
member at the NATO Defense College in Rome, Italy. Upon hisreturn to the US, Robert earned a Doctorate in
Education, and was employed at the University of Central Florida as a staff member and adjunct professor. He
currently lives with hiswife, Polly, on Maryland's eastern shore.



