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John A. Nagy : Spiesin the Continental Capital: Espionage Across Pennsylvania During the American
Revolution before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Spiesin
the Continental Capital: Espionage Across Pennsylvania During the American Revolution:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This was easy to read and not very bigBy LethaThiswas easy to


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=159416133X

read and not very big. According to some of my family members, a couple of relatives were spies in the American
Revolution however, | can't prove it and there wasn't anything in this book to help me prove it either. The book was
interesting.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Rough around the edgesBy Robert Harperl found this
book to be interesting as it pointed to the rarely discussed role of espionage during the American Revolution, however,
it was alittle rough around the edges and could have been much more fluid in style.O of O people found the following
review helpful. Spiesin the Continental Capital:By Michael W. RhodeVery insightful book for anyone interested in
our first civil war, the American Revolution. | will incoroporate some of the information when | take my fifth graders
to Phillie.

"Well-researched and presented, it reminds one how muddied and dangerous the revolutionary |andscape

was." American Historylt did not take long after the Seven Y ears Warthe French and Indian War in North Americafor
France to return spiesto Americain order to determine the likelihood of regaining the territory they lost to Britain.
One of the key places of French espionage was the colony of Pennsylvania since its frontier had been an important
crossroads of French influencein North America. The French recognized then that there was areal possibility that the
colonies would seek their independence from Britain. Against this backdrop, award-winning historian John A. Nagy
begins his investigation of espionage in colonial Pennsylvania.Philadelphia played akey rolein the history of spying
during the American Revolution because it was the main location for the Continental Congress, was occupied by the
British Command, and then returned to Continental control. Philadel phia became a center of spiesfor the British and
Americansas well as double agents. George Washington was afirm believer in reliable military intelligence; after
evacuating New Y ork City, he neglected to have a spy network in place: when the British took over Philadelphia, he
did not make the same mistake, and Washington was able to keep abreast of British troop strengths and intentions.
Likewise, the British used the large Loyalist community around Philadel phia to assess the abilities of their Continental
foes, aswell as the resolve of Congress. In addition to describing techniques used by spies and specific events, such as
the Major Andr episode, Nagy has scoured rare primary source documents to provide new and compelling information
about some of the most notable agents of the war, such as Lydia Darragh, a celebrated American spy.An important
contribution to Revolutionary War history, Spiesin the Continental Capital: Espionage Across Pennsylvania During
the American Revolution demonstrates that intelligence operations on both sides emanating from Pennsylvania were
vast, well-designed, and critical to understanding the course and outcome of the war.

About the AuthorJohn A. Nagy is scholar-in-residence at St. Francis University, Pennsylvania, and an expert on
eighteenth-century documents and espionage. He is author of Rebellion in the Ranks: Mutinies of the American
Revolution and Invisible Ink: Spycraft of the American Revolution, also available from Westholme Publishing.



