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Donald J Goergen OP Foreword by Timothy Radcliffe OP : St. Dominic: The Story of a Preaching Friar before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised St. Dominic: The Story of a
Preaching Friar:

1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. aman fully free and aliveBy John Risleyl would recommend this
book to all Dominicans but also to others who will like how holy and yet human he is. Goergen reveals an exciting
Saint with an exciting legacy.9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Is this not much like the world of the
21st centuryBy Customerln this new telling of the story of St. Dominic de Guzman, founder of the Dominicans, the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0809149540

image that takes shape is that of a dear friend, a brother, afather, a guide of souls, and yes, also a preacher, an
organizer, adiplomat, awisdom figure. Fr. Donald Goergen, OP writes from long years of a deep relationship with
someone who has become amodel and mentor in his own life and ministry. Here he shares with us this personal
friendship to show us that Dominic can be a close friend of each of ustoo.In the 13th century the world wasin
trangition. Is this not much like the world of the 21st century? In the earlier time the changes in culture were economic
commerce, growth of population, urbanization, risein lay literacy. These were as life changing as some of the
scientific and cultural transitions which we face today. A new way of life was needed at that time to use the new
knowledge, energies and understandings that were emerging. A new evangelization, a new way of apostolic life was
needed. The author shows that Dominic understood this and rose to the occasion.This account describes the efforts of
Dominic in ministry and preaching in Languedoc during very stressful and dangerous times. Toulouse was under
interdict and war was ravaging the countryside. Dominic had not joined the crusade, but tried to serve the poor people
who were suffering from the strife. Fr. Goergen asks, Did Dominic unostentatiously move around from town to town,
preaching, trusting in the power of truth, holding debates, making some conversions, and fostering peace? That struck
me as very similar to the situations in which our brothers and sisters are ministering today to the people of Irag and
Syria.The world has usually depicted Dominic as the founder of the Order of Preachers, aworld-wide religious
institute of women and men at the service of the Gospel. However, Fr. Goergen shows that what probably began as
simply adream of both Dominic and Diego for a diocesan preaching band, gradually grew and developed, becoming a
collaborative venture including Bishop Fulk. And the idea which they presented to Pope Innocent was transformed
through discussion and dialogue to become a worldwide Order of Preachers. Dominics early expectation was to be a
preacher, nothing more. But the Divine Will was guiding him through circumstances. As the movement grew and
developed he had to provide for a stable organization. Thiswas the task God gave him and in obedience he took up the
challenge. But all was done, not from the top down, but in consultation with the Brothers.Beautifully portrayed by Fr.
Goergen is Dominics collaboration with women. He shows how Dominic enjoyed working with women and hel ped
them bring about the establishment of anew kind of monastic life. They were family for Dominic as much as were his
friars preachers. There is exquisite demonstration in several places of the very human and tender relationships which
Dominic maintained with his friends and brothers. Specia friendships were a strong part of his manly character which
was broad enough to include women as well as men, rich and poor, laity and clerics.This book is an excellent choice to
read in the Jubilee Y ear of Mercy because St. Dominic constantly preached mercy. He gave hislifein effortsto bring
misguided souls to the truth and reunite them in the fold of the Church. Condemnation and punishment were not part
of his method, but rather kindness, forgiveness, reconciliation.Meticul ous references placed as footnotes do not
interrupt the story line, but give the scholarly reader all the further information for delving deeper into the sources.
These notes, plus the bibliography for further reading, provide for very fruitful study deeper into the life of this
glorious saint who was a contempl ative itinerant mendicant preacher, and one who through his own experience can
understand our present difficulties and challenges and help guide us in our own lives, our prayer and our
ministry.SMOTSH, Springfield, IL3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. First serious bio of St. Dominic
in English since the 1930sBy Kindle CustomerSt. Dominic, founder of the Order of Preachers (Dominicans),
sometimes gets a bad rap as a severe, overly intellectual character, in contrast to his more approachable contemporary,
Francis of Assisi. Theyve got it wrong about poor Dominic. Down to earth and arealist, Dominic was much loved (as
well as respected) by the early followers who knew him personally. He read the signs of the times. Asked whether he
wasnt taking a great risk by sending those nice young men in their spiffy habits out into the highways and
bywayswouldnt some of them fall by the wayside?he replied, Thats the chance we have to take. Among those who
make up hislegacy are a number of noted poets (Thomas Aquinas, who did some of his most memorable theology in
liturgical verse), mystics (Catherine of Siena, afeisty lady who wasnt afraid to tell Popes they were wrong), artists
(Renaissance painter Fra Angelico), and writers on spirituality from medieval to modern times.Any well-known saint
becomes the subject of his or her share of pious hagiographies, and St. Dominic is no exception. Until now the last
serious biography of Dominic, by the eminent English spiritual writer Bede Jarrett, OP, was published in 1924. Now,
published by Paulist Press, comes St. Dominic: The Story of a Preaching Friar by veteran Dominican author and
teacher Donald Goergen, OP. Neither a pop hagiography nor a heavily footnoted academic tome, Fr. Goergens book is
the fruit of along-standing, loving relationship between the modern-day friar and his medieval Master. Thisisnt an
author who knows about his subject, but an author who knows his subject. Asits subtitle suggests, the book
emphasizes the holy work of the Preaching, the spreading of the gospel wherever the Good News needed to be heard.
Goergen includes the story of the fateful encounter with a Cathar innkeeper that ignited Dominics passion for
preaching.Preaching, for a Dominican, isnt confined to sermons. Dominicans preach through whatever work each one
is called to do: thus the examples of poets, mystics, artists, and spiritual writers mentioned above. Thisisthe Order
founded by Dominicnot an Order of dry intellectuals but one of men and women, down to earth like their Founder,
who use their gifts and earthly thingsto fulfill their calling to spread Gods word. Such is Dominics legacy. Donald
Goergens St. Dominic is a saint biography that everyone can enjoy.



The Order of Preachers, the Dominicans, celebrate the 800th anniversary of their founding in 2016. This book revisits
the life of Dominic in light of the most recent historical research. At the same time it attempts to bring the saint of life,
not in a hagiographical way but as someone who has contemporary appeal. Dominic was a man of real flesh and
blood, with real challenges and struggles. Portraits of him can only approximate who he was, but he comes through to
today's world as an itinerant contemplative for whom preaching was a passion and hisfirst love, someone responsive
to the ways in which providence worked in hislife. There are many unanswered questionsin the life of Dominic and
many that will always remain unanswered. The closerm however, we sift through the sources, the more we see aman
who was a servant of God but also a servant of preaching. He liked to style himself as the humble servant of

preaching. And with preaching being in the forefront of concernsint helifeif the church, Saint Dominicistruly a saint
for our times.

About the AuthorDonald Goergen in sa Dominican preist, teacher and author. He has published ten books, the most
recent being The Fire of Love, Encountering the Holy Spirit (Paulist).



