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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. | saw the 'bones.By Customer| enjoyed the book..An easy read with
some interesting 'facts' throughout. | had been on atrip to Rome recently and was able to do the tour to see the bones
and heard the story from our tour guide. | was interested in learning more.0 of O people found the following review
helpful. the wending path to the resting place of St PeterBy William F. FosterThisis a saga of the finding of St Peter's
bones that exposes the controversy among all factions, Catholic and to aminor extent, Protestant. | testifies. To
excellent scholarship in the face of palitical pressures. This appearsto be abrief, but but extremely informative
account of this great project. It tellsus alot about Pope Paul V1, a great man who struggled with many forces within
the church (e.g., the Curia), as well as the effect of Vatican I1.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four
StarsBy Chris BasaneseAn interesting read mixing History and Archaeology.

In this fascinating account of the search for the remains of the world's first pope, none other than Peter, the chief
apostle of Jesus, Thomas J. Craughwell takes us on one of the most exciting archaeological finds of the twentieth
century. In 1448 ateam of architects and engineers brought Pope Nicholas V unhappy news:. the 1,100-year-old
Basilica of St. Peter suffered from so many structural defects that it was beyond repair. The only solution was to pull
down the old church--one of the most venerable churchesin al of Christiandom--and erect a new basilica on the site.
Incredibly, one of the tombs the builders paved over was the resting place of St. Peter. Then in 1939, while
reconstructing the grottoes below St. Peter's Basilica, aworkman's shovel struck not dirt or rock but open air. After
inspecting what could be seen through the hole they'd made in the mausoleum's roof, Pope Pius X11 secretly authorized
afull-scale excavation. What lay beneath? The answer and the adventure await. In this riveting history, facts,
traditions, and faith collide to reveal the investigation, betrayals, and mystery behind St. Peter's burial place.

.com QA with Thomas J. Craughwell Q. Y ouve written a couple books on saints and one on relics. What isit that first
drew you to thistopic? A. Ive been studying and publishing about the saints for thirty years. Naturaly, if you study the
saints, relics will be part of the picture. Q. What inspired you to write St. Peters Bones? A. | became especially
interested in the story of the rediscovery of St. Petersrelics after a 2006 visit to Rome, when | toured the Scavi, the
excavations below St. Peters Basilica where the tomb of St. Peter islocated. Through a glass door, | could see his
bones. It was an unforgettable experience and led me to write this book. Q. What do you hope readers will take away
from St. Peters Bones? A. | hope they find, as| did, that thisis an Indiana Jones story, a quest for something priceless
that was lost and then found. Q. How did you go about researching this subject? A. Several of the archaeol ogists
involved in the excavation published accounts of their finds, and fortunately Fairfield University library (about 30
minutes from my house) had English translations of these books. Margherita Guarducci, the specialist in ancient
inscriptions, also wrote about her findings, and her book is available online. Q. Did you discover anything that was
particularly surprising? A. It was interesting to learn that were tensions among the archaeol ogists, and ever greater
tension between the archaeol ogists and Msgr. Ludwig Kaas, the administrator of St. Peters Basilica. Y ou would think
they would all work together like awell-oiled machine, but human foibles emerged even among people who were at
the top of their field and involved in one of the most significant archaeological digsin history.



