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Jeffrey L. Rubenstein : Stories of the Babylonian Talmud before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Stories of the Babylonian Talmud:

Jeffrey L. Rubenstein continues his grand exploration of the ancient rabbinic tradition of the Talmudic sages, offering
deep and complex analysis of eight stories from the Babylonian Talmud to reconstruct the cultural and religious world
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of the Babylonian rabbinic academy. Rubenstein combines a close textual and literary examination of each story with
a careful comparison to earlier versions from other rabbinic compilations. This unique approach provides insight not
only into the meaning and content of the current forms of the stories but also into how redactors reworked those earlier
versions to address contemporary moral and religious issues. Rubenstein's analysis uncovers the literary methods used
to compose the Talmud and sheds light on the cultural and theological perspectives of the Stammaimthe anonymous
editor-redactors of the Babylonian Talmud.Rubenstein also uses these stories as a window into understanding more
broadly the culture of the late Babylonian rabbinic academy, a hierarchically organized and competitive institution
where sages studied the Torah. Several of the stories Rubenstein studies here describe the dynamics of lifein the
academy: master-disciple relationships, collegiality and rivalry, and the struggle for leadership positions. Others
elucidate the worldview of the Stammaim, including their perspectives on astrology, theodicy, and revelation. The
third installment of Rubensteins trilogy of works on the subject, Stories of the Babylonian Talmud is essential reading
for al students of the Talmud and rabbinic Judaism.

"An important and readable resource for students of the Talmud at all levels." (Pinchas Roth AJL
Newsletter)"Recommended.” (Choice)" Stories of the Babylonian Talmud is not easy reading, but is essential for all
scholars of the Talmud and rabbinic Judaism.” (Dov Peretz Elkins JewishMedia )" Thisis afine contribution to an
already impressive set of works." (Sara Ronis Blog of the Center of Jewish Law, Y eshiva University)"J. L. Rubenstein
here once again demonstrates his mastery of the narrative material of the Babylonian Talmud... The highly readible
book deserves the fullest praise and many readers." (Gunter Stemberger Journal for the Study of Judaism)About the
AuthorJeffrey L. Rubenstein is the Skirball Professor of Talmud and Rabbinic Literature at New Y ork University. He
is the author of Talmudic Stories: Narrative Art, Composition, and Culture and The Culture of the Babylonian Talmud,
both also published by Johns Hopkins.



