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Margaret Barker : Temple Theology: An Introduction before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it
would be worth my time, and all praised Temple Theology: An Introduction:

12 of 13 people found the following review helpful. An amazing little gemBy sdoneT here are afew books one picks
up that one finds difficult to put down and fewer of them are non fiction. In this little gem one finds a glimpse into a
distant past which any reader of Old or New Testament would find familiar, but not so clearly revealed. New
documents of the last century but more recently come to light again reveal to us aview of this sacred place and its
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theology. Professor Barker has done a masterful work of bringing these works together to paint us a picture of
Solomonic temple worship and its impact upon Christianity. | just finished reading this little book and have begun to
read another of her wonderful works on the ancient temple and its symbolism.In this book Professor Barker shows to
us that the Gospel of the New Testament and indeed its theology and rites have roots in the distant past and that
Christianity was not aradical departure from, but alogical outgrowth from and fulfillment of Judaism. Therites of the
first temple are clearly shown to us and, as pointed out clearly, since they were given to Israel asameansto bring
them into the presence of God by Y ahweh, who is shown to us by the good professor to be none other than Christ
himself, (not in the trinitarian sense) a means to bring them to their Messiah, even Christ the Lord. Also that Jesus was
the son of the ineffable God is also demonstrated, a clear representation of the distinctness of their persons.It would
appear from this treatise that not only Judaism, but also Christianity may morn the loss of the temple in their worship,
ameans to bring them closer yet to God and give them amore clear and beautiful picture of that God they worship.
Temple worship is much to be desired, not the sacrifice of animals, which was done away in Christ, but those things
which bring one into the presence of God while yet on earth.To anyone desiring to understand the continuity of God's
work and word from beginning to end, this work will go along way toward fulfilling that desire.4 of 5 people found
the following review helpful. An Inversion of traditional Judaism Christianity...with tons of baseless speculation! By C.
MillerThe first six pages make this very hard to take seriougly, but it is "truth in advertising".Barker's thesis is that the
canonical Old Testament [whether LXX or Masoretic] is put together by "the bad guys'.So, in short, it posits a Neo-
Marcionite position [within the Old Testament itself, no less], whereby sheis constantly setting "the religion of
Abraham" against "the religion of Moses', or setting "Deuteronomy" [Fifth Book of the Torah of Moses] against other
books or parts of "The Law".Barker holds out numerous heroes of the Old Testament Jewish religion, represented in
the texts of Moses, Kings, Chronicles, Isaiah, Jeremiah, and so forth, as texts that, for her, merely enshrine the
"lamentabl€" victory of what she asserts [contrary to Judaism and Christianity, and even Islam] to be "the bad guys'.A
great disappointment for any traditional person who views the Old Testament text with respect.1 of 1 people found the
following review helpful. One StarBy Kindle CustomerWritten from the perspective that old testament is helplessly
flawed

How wasiit early Christian reflection on Jesus emerged so rapidly and with such a high degree of definition? What
patterns of interpretation, already in known in late second temple Palestine, crystallized around the person of Jesus
Christ and hiswork? Margaret Barker believes that Christian theology matured quickly because it was the return to a
far older faith. Those who perserved the ancient tradition rejected the second temple, and longed for the restoration of
the original, true temple and the faith of Abraham and Melchizedek, the first priest-king. In this fascinating discussion,
the author refutes the scholarly assumption that crucial Christian concepts, such as the Trinty, the earth as areflection
of heaven, and the cosmic nature of the atonement, are informed by Greek culture. Rather, she argues, they are drawn
from the eclipsed faith of the first temple. '[Margaret Barker's] interpretation of temple theology should not be ignored
by anyone in Judaism and the origins of Christian faith.' John McDade, Principal of Heythrop College, University of
London.

About the AuthorMargaret Barker is an independent biblical scholar and former President of the Society for Old
Testament Study and a member of the Ecumenical Patriarch's Symposium on Religion, Science and the Environment;
and a Methodist local preacher.



