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Stanley Harrold : The Abolitionists and the South, 1831-1861  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised The Abolitionists and the South, 1831-1861: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The Who in the Where?By Cabin DwellerCassius Clay has been a 
fringe interest for me since I discovered, probably from Shelby Foote, that Muhammad Ali was actually named for a 
reputable abolitionist, not a slave owner like Ali fancied. This work by Stanley Harrold points out what I still had not 
considered, that Clay was not only an abolitionist but in the rare category of agitator among Southern slave-owners. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=081310968X


But now that Ive read the book, I know there was no such thing as this agitation in Mississippi, Louisiana, Alabama, 
and Georgia, nor Texas nor Arkansas, all places not mentioned in the discussion. Actually the best to be hoped for is 
Quakers approaching border states, Northerners emigrating to border states, and Clay. On Clay, Harrold writes proof 
of his deliberate style of academic timidity, suggesting this work was a dissertation. On page 138, Clay enlisted in the 
war against Mexico and perplexed his Northern partners. But this had been stated multiple times already. On page 140, 
Clay appeared to falter in 1846, by enlisting to join the war in Mexico. Five pages later, those abolitionists from the 
church as well as those from political circles are joined in the general abolitionist disappointment with Clays 
enlistment against Mexico. Instead of exploring Clay or this controversial decision to fight in the war known to be the 
Souths expansion of slavery, the author dwells on a limited amount of information at the expense of overdosing on 
theory. The first chapter of the book is not readable, for example: This precise distinction between immediate 
abolitionists and nonextensionists has been very useful in clarifying our understanding of who the abolitionists were, 
what their relationship to northern culture was, and how the antislavery movement developed. Much of this book is not 
about the subject but about perception over the decades and historians who wrote articles now and then, as if anybody 
is having one conversation to include a hundred years of abstract interpretation and suggestions of meaning. Whoever 
highlighted the book before I read it stopped highlighting very soon. On the issue of slave revolts to count, there are 
two in addition to Nat Turners, the Amistad and the Creole. Neither qualifies as an American slave revolt since the 
first, technically, was of Africans in transit and the second only for being aboard a ship. Madison Washington, a name 
nobody knows, led the revolt aboard the Creole. In a chapter entitled John Browns Forerunners, stories became 
personable when theory was pushed aside. Calvin Fairbank and Delia Webster practiced in slave stealing. They were 
arrested and served time, but public opinion led to early releases. Former slave Lewis Hayden was the benefactor. 
Amos Dresser and David Nelson also put their lives on the line to agitate from behind enemy lines.12 of 13 people 
found the following review helpful. Excellent study of oft-neglected antislavery in the South.By Glenn M. 
HardenStanley Harrold's well-written work is an important contribution to antislavery historiography. Taking to task 
those historians who see antislavery as primarily a movement to reform Northern society, Harrold demonstrates that 
Northern and Southern abolitionists were active in the South up until the Civil War. Furthermore, Harrold makes a 
convincing case that the very real abolitionist presence in the Upper South was a "precipitative cause of secession and 
the Civil War." For Harrold, the Southern response to the abolitionist threat was neither irrational or exaggerated. I 
commend Harrold's work to any student of antislavery or the antebellum South.1 of 8 people found the following 
review helpful. Five stars to .com for having this fresh new work of historyBy Rebel CryYears of revisions and the 
theories on education being dominated by government and puritans have concreted a world of myths around the War 
against the States that most of us are snared. Abraham Lincoln, not so much for the champion of emancipation (unless 
as a campaign slogan) but for his defeating of any rights of sovernity from the government, he is remembered like a 
Roman titan. Jefferson Davis is reduced to less than Lincoln's shadow.Raceism as it exists all over our country today 
was just the same back then. And at one point or another the majority of Northern states groomed the instituion of 
slavery until more profits were to be had in the importation. (And many do not consider that banning of the 
international slave trade in the Southern states created one of the riffs that would iventually lead to war. Even so the 
North continued as merchants of flesh. Before the war in New Orleans Judah P. Benjamin who would later become a 
Jewish Confederate secretary of state lead a case defending a group of Africans that had revolted against their 
capturers on the high seas (no, not the Amisted). As the shipping company demanded full compistation and revenge, 
Juda Bnejamin exlaimed, " "What is a slave? He is a human being. He has feeling and passion and intellect. His heart, 
like the heart of the white man, swells with love, burns with jealousy, aches with sorrow, pines under restraint and 
discomfort, boils with revenge and ever cherishes the desire for liberty." He went on to say that they, like us, would 
conqure liberty of the chance presented itself.This history has been buried in a brutal way. The Abolitionists the South 
does not suggest that the majority of the population on both sides of the Potomac had old school rules of understanding 
their world. But for once it is not a side long page by page "concentrating on the mote in thy brother's eye rather than 
the beam in mine own" study we see so much in history telling. An industrial changing and growing North and the 
lazy, mean, fire breathing South. One story or another.I think the student reading this work will also appreciate the 
variety of sources the author researched.

Within the American antislavery movement, abolitionists were distinct from others in the movement in advocating, on 
the basis of moral principle, the immediate emancipation of slaves and equal rights for black people. Instead of 
focusing on the "immediatists" as products of northern culture, as many previous historians have done, Stanley 
Harrold examines their involvement with antislavery action in the Southparticularly in the region that bordered the free 
states. How, he asks, did antislavery action in the South help shape abolitionist beliefs and policies in the period 
leading up to the Civil War? Harrold explores the interaction of northern abolitionist, southern white emancipators, 
and southern black liberators in fostering a continuing antislavery focus on the South, and integrates southern 
antislavery action into an understanding of abolitionist reform culture. He discusses the impact of abolitionist 
missionaries, who preached an antislavery gospel to the enslaved as well as to the free. Harrold also offers an 



assessment of the impact of such activities on the coming of the Civil War and Reconstruction.

"He is most convincing about the singular role that Southern abolitionists and Northern ones operating in the 
slaveholding region played in shaping the crusade, a topic long misperceived. Those who study American reform will 
need this revisionist work."Bertram Wyatt-Brown, University of Florida"Harrold reminds historians of antebellum 
reform that a number of Northern abolitionists left the comfort of middle-class parlors to join coadjutors in the South 
and risk violence, imprisonment, and death. . . . Argues forcefully that abolitionism must be viewed from the 
perspective of the contested Southern borderlands."Civil War History"Harrold's bold, revisionist account of 
abolitionism in the antebellum period challenges the overwhelming emphasis in abolitionist scholarship on the 
movement's northern, and specifically New England, origins and influences."Florida Historical Quarterly"Assigns a 
crucial role to southern abolitionists in shaping policy and causing proslavery forces in the South to react, eventually 
to secede from the Union."Georgia Historical Quarterly"This is a path-breaking work that will significantly alter 
interpretations of abolitionism."James L. Huston, Oklahoma State University"Forces the reader to reopen a number of 
crucial questions concerning antislavery activities across the spectrum of the movement."JASAT"Challenges 
fundamental historiographical assumptions regarding the abolitionists' impact on the southern states and their role in 
causing the Civil War."Journal of American History"A thoroughly researched, well-written, and thought provoking 
study that should take its place among required reading in the study of American abolitionism."Southern Historian 


