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97 of 100 people found the following review helpful. AdmirableBy Christian SchlectI wanted to read a book about the 
Navy's top leadership in World War II, and this history by Walter R. Borneman proved ideal. It should be sold out at 
the bookstore of the U.S. Naval Academy.Actually this book covers more than World War II, and gives one a 
description of the U.S. Navy's ups and downs from the turn of the 19th century through to the defeat of Japan in 1945. 
While 1940s activity in the Atlantic is not ignored, this is a book primarily about the Pacific and the top command's 
strategy for winning the war in that theatre. It also traces the rise of air and submarine power, over that of the big 
battleships. All this through the lives and careers of the four navy men who reached five-star rank by war's end.Mr. 
Borenman boosts Admiral Leahy; questions Admiral Halsey; admires Admiral Spruance (who didn't get the coveted 
fifth star); and gives a conventional negative picture (from a Navy standpoint) of General Douglas MacArthur. Like 
many good books, this one will drive you to read more about the period and personalities.(As a person who does not 
know a boat from a ship, I will leave it to expert reviewers on all things naval to say if all the technical knowledge put 
forth by Mr. Borneman is accurate. It seems so to me.)2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A Fascinating 
History Of Our Naval Heros of WWIIBy Ellen ToayI am the daughter of a career naval officer who graduated from 
the Naval Academy in 1925. I knew of these admirals - had actually met Admiral Halsey. When I heard about this 
book I knew I had to read it,but I didn't realize what a treat I had in store. Walter Borneman has written in such a way 
that he brought history and these individuals to life. I would sit down to read a chapter and find that wasn't good 
enough - before I knew it I had read three or four chapters and was looking forward to learning more. This book is a 
tribute to the naval academy and to our navy. If you are interesting in learning about U. S.naval history during the first 
half of the twentieth century, this is the book to read. I also strongly believe that it should be required reading in our 
schools.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. In depth look at the 5-star Admirals of WW2By Robert 
JohnstonThe four 5-stars ... in order of seniority, Joint Chiefs Chairman William "Bill" Leahy, U.S. Navy Chief of 
Staff Ernest King, Chester Nimitz and William "Bull" Halsey. Their naval careers are traced from Annapolis to 5-star. 
They were extraordinarily different kinds of leaders and personalities.Vice Adm. Roland Smoot who knew the men 
well, once wrote, "I've tried to analyze the four five-star admirals that we've had in this Navy ... You have a man like 
King--a terrifically 'hew to the line' hard martinet, stony steely gentleman; the grandfather and really lovable old man 
Nimitz--the most beloved man I've ever known; the complete clown Halsey--a clown but if he said 'Let's go to hell 
together,' you'd go to hell with him; and then the diplomat Leahy--the open-handed, effluent diplomat Leahy. Four 
more different men never lived and they all got to be five-star admirals, and why?"Borneman offers a new entry to 
consider Smoot's question. He considers the four from their early days and overlapping duties in time to derive 
leadership comparability and accomplishment. If this is your first read on the 5-stars, it is a great one. If this read is 
part of an ongoing consideration, you will be rewarded.The book is not without controversy in its 75 years after-the-
fact reflection, the beloved Bull Halsey is the most curious outlier with the most dubious comparable command 
decisions. In reflection, perhaps Spruance was more worthy of the 5th star than Halsey. The intertwining cast and 
careers of the potential 5-stars, there early commands and their accomplishments is well narrated here.5-Star excellent 
... the politics of the Navy command career has not changed a bit.

How history's only five-star admirals triumphed in World War II and made the United States the world's dominant sea 
power. Only four men in American history have been promoted to the five-star rank of Admiral of the Fleet: William 
Leahy, Ernest King, Chester Nimitz, and William Halsey. These four men were the best and the brightest the navy 
produced, and together they led the U.S. navy to victory in World War II, establishing the United States as the world's 
greatest fleet. In THE ADMIRALS, award-winning historian Walter R. Borneman tells their story in full detail for the 
first time. Drawing upon journals, ship logs, and other primary sources, he brings an incredible historical moment to 
life, showing us how the four admirals revolutionized naval warfare forever with submarines and aircraft carriers, and 
how these men-who were both friends and rivals-worked together to ensure that the Axis fleets lay destroyed on the 
ocean floor at the end of World War II.

"The first book to deal with the four [admirals] together, focusing on their intertwined lives, friendships, and 
rivalries....A very well-crafted book."John Lehman, Washington Post "In his superbly reported new book, historian 
Walter R. Borneman tackles the essential question of military leadership: What makes some men, but not others, able 
to motivate a fighting force into battle?"Tony Perry, Los Angeles Times "Engagingly written and deeply researched... 
Mr. Borneman makes it easy to understand the complex series of maneuvers and counter-maneuvers at Leyte 
Gulf...which is not always the case with accounts of the battle."Andrew Roberts, Wall Street Journal"Borneman 
demonstrates comprehensive command of published and unpublished sources, fingertip understanding of the period, 
and a polished writing style in this unique collective biography of the four men who 'with a combination of nimble 
counsel, exasperating ego, studied patience, and street-fighter tactics' shaped the modern U.S. Navy to win WWII at 
sea."Publishers Weekly"Borneman deftly manipulates multiple narrative strands and a wealth of detail. He vividly 
fleshes out the numerous vain, ambitious men vying for power at the top and examines their important decisions and 
lasting ramifications. An accomplished, readable history lesson."Kirkus s"Walter Borneman's The Admirals is an epic 



group portrait of Nimitz, Halsey, Leahey, and King. Not since the heyday of Samuel Eliot Morison has a historian 
painted such a fine portrait of the five-star admirals who helped America beat Japan during the Second World War. 
Highly recommended!"Douglas Brinkley, Professor of History at Rice University and author of The Wilderness 
Warrior"They were completely different in temperament and personality, but the U.S. Navy's four five-star admirals in 
World War II shared a sense of vision, devotion, and courage. Walter Borneman has written a rousing tale of victory at 
sea."Evan Thomas, author of The War Lovers"This is Walter Borneman at his best. The portrait of the forgotten 
admiral, Leahy, is worth the whole book. But there's scarcely a page where a reader won't learn something unexpected, 
and occasionally shocking."Thomas Fleming, author of Time and TideAbout the AuthorWalter Borneman is the author 
of seven works of nonfiction, including 1812, The French and Indian War, and Polk. He holds both a master's degree 
in history and a law degree. He lives in Colorado. 


