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Paul Lawrence : The IVP Concise Atlas of Bible History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The IVP Concise Atlas of Bible History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I like it very muchBy DonI like it very much,wish it had slightly a 
little more information. Love the book for it size ,very portable.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Excellent resource.By Victoria WaltonExcellent resource for Bible students or anyone wanting to know more in depth 
details of the ancient wold.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. a gemBy Joel L. WattsWe live in a rather 
visual culture. We like shiny objects helping to render the words on the page as tidy images. We are all truly children 
who like to have picture books in front of us. This is nothing to be ashamed about, but something to understand and 
use. We like images because they help us learn and understand! Colorfully detailed images, after all, are but an 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0830829288


evolution of the images used as letters.When reading Scripture either for ourselves or for others, it is nice to have 
images before us in order to focus our minds on the text. I remember sitting in worship when I was much, much 
younger and always flipping to the maps at the back of the bible. At one point I realized some bibles even had images 
of the canon, church history, and the Temple. To be completely honest, it was those images that always fascinated me. 
Sure, I love the maps, but the diagrams and other drawings of ancient temples and other objects related to stories in 
Scripture drew my attention to the words on the page more than a loud, fiery sermon. It helped me to visualized what 
Moses was planning in Leviticus and where Jesus stood in Matthew.This is why I am drawn to the IVP Concise Atlas 
of Bible History. It is an absolute gem in visualizing the geographical narrative of Scripture. The Atlas presents, as 
edited by Richard Johnson, in full-color an abbreviated version of the older and larger Atlas. However, the user of this 
work gets a portable volume geared to the graduate student as well as small groups in an inexpensive and concise 
book. It includes a hundred maps, chronological charts, and panoramic reconstructions. However, it is not merely a 
picture book.Without following a literalist reading, the IVP Concise Atlas of Bible History follows the narrative of 
Scripture, beginning in Genesis ending with the spread of Christianity (c. 337 CE). An interesting find is the inclusion 
of the history of the Jewish Revolt as well as including a discussion on Jews in Egypt. Thus, the narrative of Scripture 
grows naturally to include narratives about those who first narrated Scripture. The only thing lacking is a serious use 
of the Deuterocanonical books (or, Apocrypha) although 1 and 2 Maccabees are employed to showcase some history. 
As far as history goes, the Atlas likewise brings together some of the latest archaeological finds. Over all, the history is 
sufficient, although the editors stretch it when examining the archaeological evidence of the Patriarchs (24-5).The 
Atlas begins with a brief introduction detailing the scheme of the book. They intend to present the narrative of 
Scripture in a historical, geographical, and theological detail while allowing "that some details are difficult to 
understand" given the divide between then and now. It then moves into discussing the nature of the Bible, as well as 
early narratives (Creation and the Flood) and other pertinent subjects (Egypt, Joseph, and Moses) before we get into 
Scripture proper beginning with the events of Exodus. The history of Israel is presented from the days of the united 
Kingdom until Exile and the return. Efforts are made to keep the story following the scriptural narrative with verse 
citations. The sections on the New Testament break down the years of the ministry of Jesus as well as Paul's 
missionary journeys. This is not an attempt at critical history but simply follows the narrative of Scripture.This is a 
fantastic resource for seminary and graduate students as well as small groups. Indeed, every church library should 
have one!

Preaching's Preacher's Guide to the Best Bible Reference for 2014 (General Reference) Want a quick and accurate 
grasp on all the history that is part of the Bible's story? Or do you want a colorful, visually rich guide to the land that 
has shaped so many passions for millennia? In this handy-sized reference, you get both. Here is a superb introduction 
to the Bible's history, geography and archaeology, packed with absorbing information that offers a hundred mapsa 
variety of panoramic reconstructionsmultiple site plansdozens of color photographsclear chronological chartsan index 
and gazetteer This atlas traces the unfolding of the major events in the Old and New Testaments and draws on the 
latest findings of historians and archaeologists. Starting from the dawn of time, it breaks down thousands of years into 
easy-to-digest segments. From creation to the exodus to the birth of the church, this atlas maps out the history of the 
Bible concisely and comprehensively. All the great characters of the Bible can be found here in their own setting--
Moses, David, Solomon, Nebuchadnezzar, Herod, Jesus, Paul and more. Now their stories come to life in this book 
based on The IVP Atlas of Bible History that is now condensed by Richard Johnson. Lavishly illustrated throughout, 
this compact, eye-catching resource is perfect for every student of the Bible. Published by LionHudson in England as 
The Lion Concise Atlas of Bible History.

"In sum, this work is well worth reading, extremely informative for students and laypeople, and filled with beautiful 
maps, charts, and pictures rarely assembled in such a helpful format." (James A. Borland, Near East Archaeology 
Society Bulletin, Vol. 59, 2014)"When reading Scripture either for ourselves or for others, it is nice to have images 
before us in order to focus our minds on the text. . . . This is why I am drawn to the IVP Concise Atlas of Bible 
History. It is an absolute gem in visualizing the geographical narrative of Scripture. . . . This is a fantastic resource for 
seminary and graduate students as well as small groups. Indeed, every church library should have one!" (Joel L. Watts, 
Unsettled Christianity, October 21, 2013)About the AuthorPaul Lawrence studied Akkadian, Hebrew and Near 
Eastern archaeology at the University of Liverpool where he earned his PhD for his work on the relationship of 
Assyrian generals to the king. In 1984 he worked in northern Iraq on an archaeological dig by the banks of the Tigris 
River just north of ancient Nineveh. He also worked for several years with the Turkish Bible Society in Istanbul on a 
translation of the Old Testament into modern Turkish. He is currently working on Bible translations for SIL 
International and is the author of The Books of Moses Revisited. 


