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Alfred J. Kolatch : The Jewish Book of Why The Second Jewish Book of Why (2 volumes in slipcase)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Jewish Book of Why The 
Second Jewish Book of Why (2 volumes in slipcase): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great books on Jewish practices and beliefs.By KilgoreThis is a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0824603141


very, very good set of books that explain a lot about Jewish practices and beliefs beyond just reading scripture. My 
marriage is mixed: I am a Christian and my wife is Jewish. I read these books in a short time and found myself 
explaining some of the traditions to my wife!. Rabbi Kolatch explains the roots of the tradition (Torah, Tanakh, or 
Talmud). He is an Orthodox Rabbi, and the text does lean that way. Given that, he does go over how Conservative and 
Reformed Judaism differ without casting aspersions on their differences. Highly recommended for persons of the 
Jewish faith, or other Abrahamic religions trying to understand Jewish traditions.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. One StarBy CustomerTerrible and way too much $$$2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 
Extremely smallBy CustomerI guess I should have noticed the reviews that the size is 3x3 inches, so you are getting 
176 pages of a 3x3 book. It is rather nice for a coffee table but its awkward to hold and read being so small. It is rather 
nicely done. The info inside is probably according to the reviews. The answer to each question is about a mini 
paragraph and with it being 3x3, it's disappointing. You can get the answers from the web. This is a coffee table book.

In this boxed set of the best-selling volumes The Jewish Book of Why and The Second Jewish Book of Why, Rabbi 
Alfred J Kolatch explores almost 1,000 questions about Judaism, including: Why is a child born to a Jewish father not 
necessarily Jewish? Why is there objection to surrogate motherhood? Why do some seminaries ordain women? Why 
are boys circumcised? Why is a glass broken at a wedding ceremony? Why are pork and shrimp not kosher?

"Ready answers to a wide spectrum of questions." -- Library JournalA truly impressive volume. -- Library 
JournalReady answers to a wide spectrum of questions. -- Library JournalAbout the AuthorALFRED J. KOLATCH, a 
graduate of the Teachers Institute of Yeshiva University and its College of Liberal Arts, was ordained by the Jewish 
Theological Seminary of America, which subsequently awarded him the Doctor of Divinity degree, honoris causa. 
From 1941 to 1948 he served as rabbi of congregations in Columbia, South Carolina, and Kew Gardens, New York, 
and as a chaplain in the United States Army. In 1948 he founded Jonathan David Publishers, of which he has since 
been president and editor-in-chief. Rabbi Kolatch has authored numerous books, the most popular of which are Great 
Jewish Quotations, How to Live a Jewish Life, What Jews Say About God, This Is the Torah, and the best-selling 
Jewish Book of Why and its sequel, The Second Jewish Book of Why. Several of his works deal with nomenclature, 
about which he is an acknowledged authority. The New Name Dictionary and The Complete Dictionary of English 
and Hebrew First Names are his most recent works on the subject. Other books by the author include Our Religion: 
The Torah, The Jewish Heritage Quiz Book, The Jewish Mourner's Book of Why, Who's Who in the Talmud, and The 
Family Seder. In addition to his scholarly work, Rabbi Kolatch is interested in the work of the military chaplaincy and 
has served as president of the Association of Jewish Chaplains of the Armed Forces and as vice-president of the 
interdenominational Military Chaplains Association of the United States. 


