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Hayyim Schauss : The Jewish Festivals: A Guide to Their History and Observance  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Jewish Festivals: A Guide to Their History and 
Observance: 

0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. but useful just theBy Tanya TilbergNot quite what I was expecting, 
but useful just the same2 of 9 people found the following review helpful. The Jewish Festivals reviewBy Virginia RI 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0805209379


am glad to receive the book. It will give me a goodknowledge of the festivals.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy CustomerGood explanation and narrative

Why is the Jewish New Year designated on the Jewish calendar as the first day of the seventh month, and not of the 
first month? Why do women cover their eyes when reciting the blessing over the Sabbath candles? How did the Seder 
originate? Does the Book of Esther, read on Purim, mirror any real historical events?Long considered a classic, The 
Jewish Festivals provides a rich and charming account of the origins, development, and symbolism of the Jewish 
holidays, and of the diverse rituals, prayers, ceremonial objects, and special foods that have been used throughout 
history and around the world to celebrate them. Drawing upon a wealth of knowledge of Jewish folkways and 
customs, Hayyim Schauss shows how these holidays evolved in meaning and importance, depending on the 
contemporary needs of those who observed them. Written with passion and warmth, this book will infuse your own 
experience of the holidays with extra meaning and delight.

"There is no better way to begin to understand the messages of the Jewish holidays and the basic precepts of Judaism 
than by reading this book."from the foreword by Harold S. KushnerIn my teaching experience I have found Schauss 
The Jewish Festivals an excellent text. . . . It examines carefully all pertinent sources dealing with the subject.Judah 
Pilch, Director, National Curriculum Research InstitutePresents a panoramic view. . . . Highly recommended as a text 
for class study and home reading.Azriel Eisenberg, Director, The Jewish Education CommitteeLanguage NotesText: 
English (translation) Original Language: YiddishFrom the Inside FlapLong considered a classic for its rich portrait of 
the diversity and depth of Jewish observance, this account of the orgins and development of the Jewish holidays also 
provides a fascinating and useful guide to the rituals, customs, and ceremonies practiced by Jews throughout history in 
all parts of the world. 


