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Michael Walzer, Menachem L orberbaum, Noam J. Zohar, Ari Ackerman : The Jewish Political Tradition:
Volumell: Membership before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all
praised The Jewish Palitical Tradition: Volume I1: Membership:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A wonderful analysis of "who isaJew" and moreBy
israelmavenThis book is a collaboration of two dozen very smart scholars -- mainly philosophers, lawyers and political
scientists -- who mined the Jewish tradition for writings on the question of membership. It isawonderful resource for


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0300094280

exploring the nature of the perennial "who isaJew" question aswell as questions about conversion, gender inequality
and heresy. The most politically relevant section is the final one, which looks at Jews' relationship with gentiles and
closes with a fascinating review of sources considering the status of non-Jews in the State of Israel.The book's
selections are well-chosen and well-edited, though some seem cut a bit too short (inevitable, | suppose, in such awide-
ranging compendium). The interpretive essays on each reading are gems of insight that will keep you thinking and
talking. The Jewish Political Tradition would be a wonderful book for discussion in an adult Jewish education class.

The second volume of The Jewish Political Tradition, thiswork is concerned with the theme of membership. It brings
together important texts on membership topics from 3000 years of Jewish history, many newly translated or translated
for the first time. Commentaries from modern religious and secular scholars, representing arange of viewpoints on the
right and the left, accompany the texts. Among the contributors are Arthur Isak Applbaum, Ruth Gavison, Maoshe
Halbertal, Martha Minow, David Novak, |lana Pardes, Steven B. Smith and Nomi Maya Stolzenberg. They deal with
some of the most controversial issuesin Jewish life, not only in the past but also at the start of the 21st century.

"The Jewish Political Tradition is remarkable for both what it does and how it does it. It is a splendid achievement.
When Jews call themselves the people of the book, thisis the sort of book they have, or at least ought to have, in
mind."From the PublisherAlso available: The Jewish Political Tradition, Volume 1: AuthorityAbout the
AuthorMichael Walzer is UPS Foundation Professor of Social Science at the Institute for Advanced Study in
Princeton. Menachem Lorberbaum is senior lecturer in the department of Jewish philosophy at Tel Aviv University.
Noam J. Zohar is senior lecturer in the department of philosophy at Bar I1an University. Ari Ackerman islecturer in
the School of Education at the Schechter Institute in Jerusalem. All four editors are research fellows at the Shalom
Hartman I nstitute.



