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Jonathan Bryan : The Journal of a Visit to the Georgia Islands of St. Catherines, Green, Ossabaw, Sapelo, St.
Simons, Jekyll, and Cumberland with Comments on the ... of the Georgia Historical Society) before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Journal of a Visit to the Georgia
Islands of St. Catherines, Green, Ossabaw, Sapelo, St. Simons, Jekyll, and Cumberland with Comments on the ... of
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the Georgia Historical Society):

Presents ajournal by a mid-18th-century entrepreneur and explorer of coastal Georgia, illuminating the region's
blossoming as a lucrative rice producer. An introduction places the journal inits historical context, discussing social
and economic factors during the period. Includes extensive notes on subjects mentioned in the journal, plus bw illu

From the Back Coverln August 1753, four colonists and their boat crew set out on a potentially dangerous passage of
"discovery and observations' along Georgias barrier islands from Savannah southward as far as the St. Johns River in
Spanish-held Florida. Journal of aVisit to the Georgialslands is arecord of that trip, and athough unsigned, internal
evidence points directly to prominent Georgia entrepreneur Jonathan Bryan (1708-1788) as the author. His
companions were the famous cartographer William G. De Brahm and South Carolina planters William Simmons and
John Williamson. Traveling by day, hunting for food and camping on shore at night, the brave little band endured a
battering by stormy seas and undoubtedly vicious attacks by nocturnal insects. However, the author was not deterred
from appreciating the wilderness and its beauty. His comments on the waterways, the deplorable condition of coastal
fortifications, and his assessment of the splendid timber resources and the fertile land for agriculture and for raising
livestock make the document tantamount to afield report. As our only known legacy of the trip, this previously
unpublished journal is unigue in the annals of Georgia's colonial history.About the AuthorVirginia Steele Wood was
the Library of Congress Naval Maritime History Reference Librarian for 32 years. Her publications include the award-
winning, Live Oaking: Southern Timber for Tall Ships. She has served on the Secretary of the Navy's Advisory
Subcommittee on Naval History, and isa member of the Board of Directors, Naval Historical Foundation.Bullard is an
independent scholar specializing in Sealsland history. She residesin South Dartmouth, Massachusetts.



