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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Journal of John 
Winthrop, 1630-1649: Abridged Edition (The John Harvard Library): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Terrific Used Book at an Amazing Bargain PriceBy Lulu 
ReadingThe book is in really good used condition, as described, and I can't believe I got it for such a great price! Fast 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0674484274


shipping, too!0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Can't have everythingBy Charles HardyWanted more 
on the trade between Boston and Pemaquid ME, but it is an abridged edition, after all. Realized I read the book years 
ago. Book came from CA in perfect condition.15 of 15 people found the following review helpful. An outstanding 
edition of an essential documentBy A CustomerRichard Dunn's long-awaited scholarly edition of John Winthrop's 
journal was well worth the wait. He presents a text as close to the original as it is now possible to come, with clear 
editorial method, solid supporting notes and a helpful introduction. The only legitimate complaint is that the index 
could be more comprehensive. This is, and will doubtless long remain, the only entirely recommendable edition of the 
Winthrop journal, one of the great early American sources.Please note: THIS REVIEW refers to the full, UNabridged 
hardcover edition, not the paperback student abridgement: the hardcover is the only version truly useful for scholarly 
purposes. The abridgement is useful for college classes, and is well-done, but any true student of colonial New 
England must acquire the full version. (The abridgment does, oddly, have an index that is sometimes superior, 
however.)

The abridged edition of Winthrop's journal, which incorporates about 40 percent of the governor's text, includes a 
lively introduction and complete annotation.

Until the Revolution with its stellar collection of 'Founding Fathers' [John] Winthrop was the only public figure who 
left his mark on the way his society developed in his own time and for long after. He preserved many letters and 
papers to document his achievement--he was not bashful about it--and the most important by far was his journal...The 
new edition [of the journal] will stand as a model of editorial scholarship...[and] is worth reading simply for the sense 
it conveys of what it took just to stay alive in seventeenth-century Massachusetts...[Winthrop and the Massachusetts 
Bay colonists] carried out a revolution, rendered bloodless only be the three thousand miles of ocean that separated 
them from the government they would otherwise have had to overthrow in order to do what they did. In Massachusetts 
they created what amounted to a republic, substituting annually elected rulers for an hereditary monarchy and 
independent self-starting churches for the whole hierarchical structure of the Church of England...John Winthrop 
surely was the wisest, if not the best, public man in early Massachusetts. He guided a whole society in a truly 
revolutionary reform...With the exception of Jefferson, the men whom Americans recognize as great seam to have 
pursued and accomplished radical ends by conservative means. Winthrop was the first. (Edmund S. Morgan New York 
of Books)[W]e should greet the release of a major early American text with enthusiasm. Richard S. Dunn and Laetitia 
Yeandle have published a splendid new edition of John Winthrop's 'Journal,' an account of the founding of New 
England written between 1630 and 1649. Such works are expressions of a shared national heritage...This edition, from 
Harvard University Press, is as definitive as projects of this sort are ever likely to be. (Timothy H. Breen New York 
Times Book )The single most valuable document of the settlement years, an inner account of the first Puritan 
generation by its great leader, and a vivid testimony of faith, struggle, and achievement, John Winthrop's journal is 
now published in a new, scholarly edition, with the text based on a fresh transcription from the surviving manuscripts. 
It is a splendid edition, the product of many years of collaboration between an expert paleographer and one of the 
nation's leading historians. (Bernard Bailyn) The single most valuable document of the settlement years, an inner 
account of the first Puritan generation by its great leader, and a vivid testimony of faith, struggle, and achievement, 
John Winthrop's journal is now published in a new, scholarly edition, with the text based on a fresh transcription from 
the surviving manuscripts. It is a splendid edition, the product of many years of collaboration between an expert 
paleographer and one of the nation's leading historians. (Bernard Bailyn)From the Back CoverThis abridged edition of 
Winthrop's journal, which incorporates about 40 percent of the governor's text, with his spelling and punctuation 
modernized, includes a lively Introduction and complete annotation. 


