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3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Great Book!!By J. JacksonIf you want to know about the feelings of 
a true agrarian in Jefferson's eyes, this is the book to read. He took the great ideas of the many and made it accessible 
to everyone and gives us a great insight into the minds of the many. A MUST read if you like the Early U.S. Republic

The Key of Liberty offers, better than any book yet published, a grassroots view of the rise of democratic opposition in 
the new nation. It sheds considerable light on the popular culture--literary, religious, and profane--of the epoch.

From Library JournalObsessed with the struggle between the few and the many, Manning, a common "laborer" whose 
writings were collected posthumously, gives a summary of the fiscal and political conditions in Massachusetts and the 
colonies during the first three presidents' terms. Manning examined the monetary system in detail along with the 
interrelationships of interest groups in the young country. Fascinating is the introduction by Merrill (Labor Education 
Center, Rutgers) and Wilentz (history, Princeton), in which they include an analysis of the religious roots of Manning's 
beliefs and arguments. One of Manning's most penetrating and revealing theories is that popular deference commonly 
occurs during times of economic prosperity, that in turn breeds a complacency that Manning deplored. The work has 
generous footnotes and the introduction cogently presents the salient points so the reader can look to the text for 
Manning's actual expressions. Recommended for academic libraries.- Clay Williams, Bluefield State Coll. Lib., W. 
Va.Copyright 1993 Reed Business Information, Inc. Obsessed with the struggle between the few and the many, 
Manning, a common 'laborer' whose writings were collected posthumously, gives a summary of the fiscal and political 
conditions in Massachusetts and the colonies during the first three presidents' terms. Manning examined the monetary 
system in detail along with the interrelationships of interest groups in the young country. Fascinating is the 
introduction by Merrill (Labor Education Center, Rutgers) and Wilentz (history, Princeton), in which they include an 
analysis of the religious roots of Manning's beliefs and arguments. One of Manning's most penetrating and revealing 
theories is that popular deference commonly occurs during times of economic prosperity, that in turn breeds a 
complacency that Manning deplored. The work has generous footnotes and the introduction cogently presents the 
salient points so the reader can look to the text for Manning's actual expressions. (Clay Williams Library Journal)The 
Key of Liberty provides modern-day readers with fresh insight into the thoughts of the 18th-century citizen-soldier and 
his analysis of the contemporary political scene. (Choice)There is much in The Key of Liberty to satisfy students and 
historians alike, not the least of which is a more sophisticated and compelling version of Merrill's argument about the 
moral basis of markets...The Key of Liberty is a fine accomplishment and makes a significant contribution to both 
historians and their students. (The Journal of American History)From the Back Cover'The Key of Liberty' offers, 
better than any book yet published, a grassroots view of the rise of democratic opposition in the new nation. It sheds 
considerable light on the popular culture--literary, religious, and profane--of the epoch. 


