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J. Riley-Smith : The Knights Hospitaller in the Levant, c.1070-1309  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Knights Hospitaller in the Levant, c.1070-1309: 

5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Riley Smith shines againBy PhilipProfessor Jonathan Riley-Smith is 
a guiding light on the early years of the Military Orders, especially the Hospitallers. He is also an authority on the 
Crusades, on which he has also written extensively. His cautious, well informed approach provides a treasure trove of 
information which he sifts carefully from his ever-increasing well of knowledge. I have thoroughly enjoyed this book 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0230290833


and have also purchased the Kindle edition to keep handy. Many thanks Professor.2 of 2 people found the following 
review helpful. Dry but Very UsefulBy RobertFull of information--dry--a scholarly work by an academic. However, I 
wanted it for a scholarly purpose: to learn about the differences between the Templars and the Hospitalers, and it 
fulfills that purpose precisely.4 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Knight HospitallerBy Steven D. 
WittbergerThis was a very interesting read and very informative, considering most people concentrate on the Knights 
Templar. Their journies throughout the Mediterranean are well documented.

As one of the greatest of the military orders that were generated in the Church, the Order of the Hospital of St John 
was a major landowner and a significant political presence in most European states. It was also a leading player in the 
settlements established in the Levant in the wake of the crusades. It survives today. In this source-based and up-to-date 
account of its activities and internal history in the first two centuries of its existence, attention is particularly paid to 
the lives of the brothers and sisters who made up its membership and were professed religious. Themes in the book 
relate to the tension that always existed between the Hospital's roles as both a hospitaller and a military order and its 
performance as an institution that was at the same time a religious order and a great international corporation.

'I think this is an excellently clear book and results from an original vision of the subject; it will obviously be the new 
standard work' - Dr Anthony Luttrell, Honorary Research Fellow, Royal Holloway College '...impressive and 
substantial...' - Robert Irwin, Literary About the AuthorJONATHAN RILEY-SMITH'S first university post was in the 
Department of Medieval History at the University of St Andrews, Scotland. In 1972 he returned to the Faculty of 
History in the University of Cambridge before being appointed Professor of History at Royal Holloway College, 
University of London in 1978. From 1994 to 2005 he was Dixie Professor of Ecclesiastical History in Cambridge. He 
is a Knight of Justice of The Most Venerable Order of St John and a Knight Grand Cross of Grace and Devotion of the 
Sovereign Military Order of Malta. He is the sole author of eleven books, includingThe Knights of St John in 
Jerusalem and Cyprus, c.1050-1310(1967),The Feudal Nobility and the Kingdom of Jerusalem, 1174-
1277(1973),What Were the Crusades?(1977, 4th edition 2009),The First Crusade and the Idea of Crusading(1986),The 
Crusades: A History(1987, 2nd edition 2005),The First Crusaders, 1095-1131(1997),The Crusades, Christianity and 
Islam(2008) andTemplars and Hospitallers as Professed Religious in the Holy Land(2010). 


