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Stephen R. Bown : The Last Viking: The Life of Roald Amundsen (A Merloyd L awrence Book) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Last Viking: The Life of
Roald Amundsen (A Merloyd Lawrence Book):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. The greatest explorer! By Robert Grenierl purchased the book for
several reasons. First, | was scheduled to attend a webinar by the author. Second, | was preparing a presentation


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0306822660

"L eadership Lessons from the South Pole" for a professional group in the Twin Cites (MN).But most of al, | have an
abiding admiration for Amundsen's management and leadership traitsg/skills. | first became familiar with his life when |
read Roland Huntford's "The Last Place on Earth." Since then, I've read several books and many articles about polar
explorers such as Amundsen, Scott, and Shackleton.Bown's book seems to be well researched and is easy to read. |
learned severa things about Amundsen that | did not know. Amundsen was not only "The Last Viking" but the
greatest polar explorer since he had three most significant firsts: the Northwest Passage, the South Pole, and the North
Pole.Managers and leaders could learn alot by reading this book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Outstanding first halfBy KrisThis book read like some of the best non-fiction for the first half, with Roald Amundsen's
voyage to the South Pole described in detail. Most fascinating was the information about the preparations he did for
the trip, from studying Inuit clothing to testing various types of dogsleds and skis. The second half of the book
describes his various North Pole adventures, but it gets a bit windy and defensive towards the end, defending
Amundsen against the reputations of other explorers like Scott. | read thisin anticipation of atrip to Norway later this
year. | did not know much about Amundsen and was greatly educated about his accomplishments - | believe | will
appreciate seeing the Fram and other ships at the Viking museum when | go much more now! Would definitely
recommend this for those who like non-fiction page-turners.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Other
lesser known facets of this explorer'slifeBy Crystal CityGood info on the lesser known sides of this famous explorer;
he may have had everything together during his journeys, but in "regular life" he was as flawed as most human beings

The Last Viking unravelsthe life of the man who stands head and shoulders above all those who raced to map the last
corners of the world. In 1900, the four great geographical mysteriesthe Northwest Passage, the Northeast Passage, the
South Pole, and the North Poleremained blank spots on the globe. Within twenty years Roald Amundsen would claim
all four prizes. Renowned for his determination and technical skills, both feared and beloved by his men, Amundsenis
alegend of the heroic age of exploration, which shortly thereafter would be tamed by technology, commerce, and
publicity. Fted in hislifetime as an international celebrity, pursued by women and creditors, he died in the Arctic on a
rescue mission for an inept rival explorer.Stephen R. Bown has unearthed archival material to give Amundsen'slife
the grim immediacy of Apsley Cherry-Garrard's The Worst Journey in the World, the exciting detail of The
Endurance, and the suspense of a Jon Krakauer tale. The Last Viking is both athrilling literary biography and a
cracking good story.

Brown's biographybreaks some new ground in detailing the explorer's time spent in New Y ork and the evidence of his
sense of humor, which stands in contrast to the usual picture of him as cold, methodical and harsh.Winnipeg Free
Press, 10/6/12Bown's tension-packed narrative recounts the illustrious career of the most accomplished polar explorer
of al time.Shipwreckology.com, 10/25/12In aworld where little is |eft to explore, Bown transports his readersto a
time when great men battled nature to explore the earth's last remaining terraincognita. As the winter months
approach, readers would be well served to buy The Last Viking and curl up in front of aroaring fire to enjoy Bown's
gripping account of Amundsen's epic polar adventures.Maclean's, 10/26/12Bown draws on extensive research and
access to the personal journals of Amundsen and his travel companions to paint rich and gripping accounts of his
perilous voyages. These are often marveloudly entertaining.Calgary Herald, 10/19/12Sheds new light on the life and
legend of Roald Amundsen.Wall Street Journal, 11/9/12Mr. Bown has produced a solid, entertaining account of
Amundsen's adventures, through which he scrolls with pleasing attention to detail. Thisisareal Boy's Own' narrative,
one that conjures the rasp of hickory ski on thin ice, the patter of a hundred dogs, and the whiff of tobacco after along
day onthetrail. Mr. Bown is especially good on historical context.Toronto Sunday Star, 11/4/12Bown'sresearch is
impeccable and hiswriting lucid.San Antonio Express-News, 11/11/12A fascinating ook into the life of the
Norwegian explorerBown deftly captures the true essence of the man instead of merely paying homage to the
legendThe Last Viking gives readers an in-depth look into what it was like to travel into some of the last unknown
regions of the world without today's fancy gadgets or even the basics such as maps, local guides or reliable
communication. Amundsen, perhaps the greatest polar explorer of all time, comesto life once again to ignite the spirit
of exploration in all of us.Toronto Globe Mail, 11/16/12Bown writes from the lofty, distancing heights of the fair-
minded historianThe work is sharp-eyed, thorough and convincing, and constitutes a significant addition to the Arctic
canon.Daily Speculations blog, 11/27/120ne of Bown's strengths in writing this biography is his ability to write about
Amundsen's expeditionsoften multi-year affairs during which the crew was completely isolatedin away that engages
readers accustomed to satellite phones and real-time updatesBown's clear prose never gets bogged down by the vast
emptiness of its settings or by Amundsen's regular successes in his expeditions. And when things do go wrong, such as
when Amundsen attempts to fly a plane over the North Pole, Bown writes atense narrative in which men struggle
against themselves and nature to survive...The Last Viking should restore this remarkable man's place in the canon of
explorers, while winning itself a prized place on the shelves of adventure enthusiasts.Fairbanks Daily News-Miner,
12/15/2013These |ater stories of Amundsen's life are less frequently told, and Bown has done a good job of restoring



them to Amundsen's biographySince the highly private Amundsen kept his private life to himself, we get little insight
into the man (and Bown wisely avoids speculation). What we do get is an overdue acknowledgment of what
Amundsen was: the greatest polar adventurer who ever lived, and the man whose life was the capstone on the Age of
Exploration.The Historian, Vol. 76, No. 2[A] full-bodied taleThe book provides detailed insights into the preparations
and human elementsinvolved in surveying arctic regions.Using actual diary entries from the Arctic expeditions to
chilling effect, Bown makes the reader feel as though they have embarked on ajourney through the world's harshest
climates and inhospitable lands] Amundsen] lived alife suited for the pages of an adventure novel. Bown's new
biography reads as such.Portland Book , December-February 2012Bown is aterrific writer, never sensational, always
seeming to share the achievements of afriend. His discretion about Amundsen's personal life leaves us with an
endearing, enigmatic hero.Bookworm Sez syndicated column, 12/4/12Armchair adventurers will love reading The
Last Viking.The Homestretch on CBC Radio, 11/26/12Revedls the private side of a man whose exploits made him a
household name in the early 20th century.[Bown] did his homework. The bibliography is basically every book out
there, plus he did alot of his own work in extensive newspaper story research (NY Tpredominantly). Thereisalot of
controversy about this man and his methodsalot of bias that Bown seemsto navigate around. If you haven't read about
polar exploration it's a good book to read since it relates the entire history of man's search for the final fabled lost lands
or undiscovered sea lanes that would make trade travel quicker and cheaperin this day of constant communication the
book acts like an escape of sorts to atime when years would go by between shoving off on an expedition and
returning.Politics and Patriotism Show (blog), 11/21/12An eye opening history of the larger-than-life Norwegian
explorerlntensely researched and passionately written.Literary of Canada, October 2012A riveting tale of adventure,
political intrigue and achievementExceptionally well researched and eminently readableAn important contribution to
the historiography of polar exploration.Milwaukee Shepherd Express, 12/4/12Sacramento Book /San Francisco Book ,
12/7/12Stephen Brown makes Amundsen feel real, not just a part of history. Brown's stories are well-researched and it
shows in the book. It isreally detailed and covers many different aspects of Amundsen's lifeThe pace of the book was
excellent and every part isfilled with suspenseThisis agreat book for anyone, especially if you want to relive the
moments of an unexplored Earth.Reference and Research Book News, December 2012 [Bown] describes Amundsen's
approach to expeditions as military operations and portrays his gift for flamboyant self-promotion and publicity
seeking on the lecture circuit. CBC Books, 12/17/12Bown draws on extensive research to create a clear and often
surprising portrait of atruly adventurous spirit.Library Journal, 12/20/12A great new biography Well written and
enjoyable, the book uses ample quotes from Amundsen to give readers a sense of the man a great title for collections
that don't own Amundsen's own books or previous biographies, this volume is recommended for readers high school-
age and up who are interested in polar exploration.Minneapolis Star-Tribune, 1/8/13[A] persuasive and highly
readabl e biography/adventure story.Curled Up with a Good BookL ong-listed for the BC National Award for Canadian
Non-FictionOne of theToronto Globe Mail's Globe 100: The Globe's Top Non-Fiction Books of the Y earNamed to
Kirkus ss Best Books of 2012 listNamed a San Francisco Book Staff Pick for Best Books of 2012Winnipeg Free
Press, Best of the Best roundup, 12/22/12Kirkus s (starred), 8/15/12An intensely researched, thoroughly enjoyable life
of one history's best explorersA superb biography of afiercely driven explorer who traveled across the last
inaccessible areas on earth before technical advances made the journey much easier.Booklist, September 2012[ An]
enjoyable, informative biography.Publishers Weekly, 8/27/12[ A] captivating account of the Norwegian's extraordinary
lifeBown makes a compelling case that Amundsen deserves renewed recognition for his outstanding
achievements.London Sunday Times 9/16/12[A] fascinating biographyAs a depiction of an explorer'slifeitis
intelligent and often thrilling.Boston Globe, 9/30/12



